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*The 2020 estimate is a straight line projection from the 2017 statewide population of 7.38 million 
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adopt the Growth Management Act?

State population growth 1980 to 2020

1990



After 25 years of planning under the GMA, 

the Legislature asked the Ruckelshaus Center 
to design a process to address these questions

2015

É How well did the first 25 years of the Growth Management Act 
meet the challenges of growth and change?

ÉWhat additions or revisions might be needed to meet the 
challenges of the next 25 years?

ÉWhat would be a comprehensive and credible process to 
answer these questions?



A two phased approach to answer these questions

Phase 1 ςPreliminary Assessment was done - 6/16 through 6/17

Phase 2 ςThe Legislature adopted a budget proviso for the 
wǳŎƪŜƭǎƘŀǳǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ άwƻŀŘ aŀǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜέ 

project ς7/17 through 6/19   



Seven organizations with very diverse interests 
funded the Phase I Preliminary Assessment



Preliminary Assessment ïconversations with over 30 groups



Preliminary Assessment asked 3 questions

1.  Is it time to do an assessment of the Growth Management Act?

2. Would the Ruckelshaus Center be an appropriate neutral    
facilitator of such an assessment?

3. If such an assessment were initiated, would your group or      
organization wish to participate?



What else did we hear?  That Washington consists of regions with 
diverse physical, economic, and human geographies
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²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ
are not spread evenly across the stateWhile some regions are challenged to manage growth

In other regions, the challenge is managing to grow



²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ
are not spread evenly across the state

UnevenECONOMIC health outcomes across the state


