
 

URGENT ACTION  
 

Legislative Hotline:  
1-800-562-6000 

 
Contact your Senators today and 

ask them to pass SSB 6175 
necessary to implement the 

budget!  
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Olympia – Thursday, February 
16, 2006, Senate Bill 6175--
concerning the regulation of 
surface mining missed the “house-
of-origin” cutoff and is still sitting 
on the Senate Floor Calendar. This 
bill can only pass the Senate if 
deemed “necessary to implement 
the budget.”   
 
The good new is that the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee’s 
proposed budget PSSB 6386, 
released on February 15, authorizes 
$851,000 from the surface mining 
reclamation account solely to 
implement SSB 6175. 
 
Without passage by the Senate, the 
DNR’s Surface Mine Reclamation 
program will shut down.  The 
program regulates how sand and 
gravel mines are returned to  

Blake (D-19) 
ensured 
unanimous 
passage of HB 
2368 from the 
House.  This 
bill will deter 
hunters from 
illegal use of 
toxic lead shot where prohibitions 
exist to protect birds (see p.2) 
 
Senators Rosemary McAuliffe (D-
1), Dave Schmidt (R-44), Tracey 
Eide (D-30) and Representatives 
Dave Quall (D-10) and Gigi  
 
(Continued on page 6.) 

 

wildlife habitat, parks, open-space, 
and in appropriate cases, 
development. 
 
Audubon supports SSB 6175 
because the permit fee structure for 
the Surface Mine Reclamation 
Program is outdated, the program 
suffers from chronic under-funding 
and related staff and budget cuts. 
 
Without a solvent program, illegal 
mining will increase, technical 
assistance for miners and local 
governments will cease, enforcement  
 

(Continued on page 6.) 

Audubon Washington 
believes in balance and 

responsibility, finding 
common ground, and 
involving all citizens in 

protecting the natural world 
and our quality of life.  
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BREAKING NEWS— 
Surface Mine Protections 
in Jeopardy 

Audubon’s Legislative 
Champions Emerge  
 

Heath Packard, Policy Director 

With less than 20 days left in a 
frenetic 60-day legislative session, 
clear champions have emerged for 
Audubon’s legislative and budgetary 
priorities.   
 
Special thanks goes to the following 
legislators for their attention to 
conserving, viewing and learning 
about birds, wildlife and habitat. 
 
Representatives Brian Sullivan (D-
21), Jim Buck (R-24) and Brian 
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Current Activity:  Audubon Supports 
funding for two counties to host specific 
voluntary, market-driven projects that 
demonstrate how a transfer of development 
rights program can be used to conserve 
natural resource and habitat lands.    
 

HB 2368 did not make it out of the House 
Appropriations Committee, but prime 
sponsor Representative Brian Sullivan (D-21) is 
working hard to achieve similar objectives through the 
operating budget. 
 

Background:  More than 130 of the State's 317 bird 
species reside in forests. Of 93 vulnerable bird species in 
Washington, most rely on our forests.  
 
Forest conversion, fragmentation, and degraded forest 

health are the leading causes of forest habitat loss/
degradation.  Between 1970 and 1992 over 2 million acres 
of forests were lost to permanent conversion. 
 

Washington's private forestlands account for virtually all 
conversions and 76% of our annual timber harvests.  
Meanwhile, Washington's bird populations continue to 
decline despite 30 years of increasing state regulations 
focused on water quality for state and private lands. 
 

To stabilize Washington's Forest Bird Populations, we 
must curb the loss of habitat on State and private lands. 

Current Activity: Audubon supports 
HB 2958, Penalizing persons who violate 
rules concerning the use of nontoxic shot.  
Thanks to sponsors Representatives 
Brian Sullivan (D-21), Jim Buck (R-24) 
and others, this bill unanimously passed 
the House on Monday, Feb. 13. 
 

Background:   
Of the 44,000+ waterfowl hunting licenses issued each 
year, WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife estimates 8% repeat 
offender noncompliance rate.  This equates to nearly 
3,500 hunters annually who are using toxic lead shot over 
wetlands. 
 
A substantial proportion of the global population—around 
16,000 birds—spends the winter in the Puget Sound 
lowlands. 

In NW Washington/British Columbia since 1999, at least 
1,200 Trumpeter Swans have died of lead poisoning from 
ingestion of lead shotgun pellets when while foraging for 
grit to aid digestion. A single pellet can kill a full-grown 
swan in 30 days or less. 
 
Using lead shot for waterfowl hunting in the U.S. has been 
illegal since 1991. Exactly where swans are ingesting lead 
is unknown.  State/Federal agencies and The Trumpeter 
Swan Society are researching lead contamination to 
instruct future clean up. 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Thank your Representatives for  
supporting HB 2958! 

Ask your Senators to vote yes on HB 2958! 

Editor’s Note: For questions, comments, or concerns with this newsletter please contact  
Audubon Washington’s Policy Office at 360-786-8020 ext. 201 or email lremlinger@audubon.org.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Call your House Appropriations Committee Members 
and ask them to support Representative Sullivan’s 

request for a TDR budget proviso! 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—CONSERVE WASHI NGTON’S FORESTS 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—REDUCE TOXIC L EAD SHOT 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Trumpeter Swans 



 

Current Activity: SSB 5005 Supporting Nature Based 
Tourism did not pass the Senate before house-of-origin 
cutoff last week. The bill would have provided an option 
for local jurisdictions to increase hotel/motel tax, for 
payment to private landowners who provide opportunities 
for nature tourism.  We supported this because it promotes 
watchable wildlife and helps farmers who permit bird 
watching on their farms.   
 
Good news for Watchable Wildlife is that the Senate 
Ways and Means committee included a great little nature 
tourism investment in their proposed budget.   
 
Background: Economic incentives to conserve wildlife 
can help support the long-term financial health of 
Washington. How? Wildlife equals nature-tourism dollars. 
Research shows that 71 million Americans watch wildlife; 
46 million say they’re bird watchers. Over the past 

decade, bird watching has become the country’s fastest-
growing form of outdoor recreation. 
 
Wildlife tourism in Washington ranks seventh in the 
nation – with prospects for growth enhanced by 2003 
legislation to promote sustainable rural economic 
development through maintaining wildlife diversity. In 
2005 Audubon Washington, CTED, WDFW and State 
Parks agreed to develop and market wildlife watching in 
Washington. 
 

Current Activity :  Audubon supports SSB 6175, Revise 
Surface Mine Act to sustain this essential program.  This 
bill is now necessary to implement the budget, but must 
pass the full Senate and move to the House!  Urge your 
Senators to pass SSB 6175 to keep Surface Mining 
Reclamation Program solvent! 
 
Background:  Because of obsolete fee structures, 
Department of Natural Resources' (DNR) mining program 
is about to go bankrupt.  Renewing enabling legislation 
and providing interim funding is critical to ensure 
appropriate reclamation of gravel mines. 
 
Sand and gravel are necessary for our roads, homes and 
office buildings.  Demand for such minerals grows with 
Washington's burgeoning population. 
 
Mining for sand and gravel occurs in open-pit surface 

mines that due to 
Washington's geological 
history are located in or 
adjacent to river, stream, 
riparian and wetland 
habitats.  How these mines 
are "reclaimed," returned 
to habitat or other 
subsequent uses, can 
further impact to birds and wildlife.  If done well, new 
habitat can be created. 
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Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your Senators to vote ’YES’  
on SSB 6175!   

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Thank your Senate Ways and Means 
Committee Members for supporting nature 

tourism! 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—PROMOTE WATCHA BLE WILDLIFE 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—ENSURE SURFACE  MINING RECLAMATION 
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Current activity : Audubon 
supports HB 1458 to improve septic 
system management in marine 
areas.  HB 1458 passed the House 
70-26 on February 11th!  
 

Background:  Nutrient loading from failing septics is 
causing low dissolved oxygen and ecosystem crashes that 
affect birds and wildlife. We must Clean Up Puget Sound 
and reverse the loss of critical habitats for birds and 
wildlife. More than 100 species of birds inhabit Puget 
Sound; 42 of these are considered vulnerable, and 29 are 
listed as Species of Greatest Conservation Need in 
Washington’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation 
Strategy.   
 
Species like the western grebes suffer a 95% population-
decline, an indicator of the health of Puget Sound.  One-

third of our shorelines have been damaged, with one-third 
of our eelgrass meadows and 75% of watershed wetlands 
destroyed.  Toxic chemicals pour into the sound, and 
Hood Canal and other inlets are suffering from 
insufficient oxygen to support the food chain. 
 
Governor Gregoire’s Puget Sound Initiative aims to 
cleaning up Puget Sound by 2020.  Audubon supports her 
$42 million supplemental budget proposal for Puget 
Sound clean-up. 

Current Activity: Most bad bills have 
perished due to cut-offs. We continue to 
influence bills focused on:  
 

Timelines for comprehensive plan 
revisions in growing communities should 
be frequent so zoning and critical areas 
can accommodate growth and its 
pressures. 
 

Best Available Science is fundamental to 
planning to protect people and property 
through comprehensive plans. Clarifying 

BAS will reduce appeals. 
 

Agricultural Accessory Uses can be important to keep 
working farms economically viable in our rural and 
suburban communities. 
 

Eminent Domain should not be abused for corporate 

profitable gain, but should be maintained for the welfare 
of all Washington’s citizens. 
 

For details about specific bills/positions contact Kate 
Jackson/Futurewise at (206) 343-0681. 
 

Background:  Washington's burgeoning population 
growth (approx. 100,000 residents/year) requires new 
roads, septic systems, housing, office buildings, factories, 
retail centers and parking lots.  The Growth Management 
Act helps local governments develop comprehensive plans 
to manage urban growth, minimize sprawl and protect 
citizen from landslides. The plans also protect birds and 
wildlife from uncontrolled urban and suburban sprawl. 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your Senators to support HB 1458! 
 

Ask you legislators to fully fund the $42 
million for Puget Sound clean up! 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Ask your legislators to defend Land Use Protections 
by voting only for land use bills approved by the 

environmental community. 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—CLEAN UP PUGET S OUND 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—DEFEND LAND USE PROTECTIONS 

Western Grebe 



  

Senate Ways and Means released their 
proposed budget on February 15, 2006. 
Washington actually has a larger 
projected revenue surplus than when the 
Governor crafted her budget in 
December. The Senate has been able to 
propose modest increases in spending 
over Gregoire’s budget while setting 

aside more than the $900 million Gregoire proposed to 
save for the next biennium. 
 
Some highlights in the Senate’s budget include: 
 
$96,000 –Nature Tourism to support development of the 
Great Washington State Birding Trail. 
  
$851,600 Surface Mining Program – necessary to 
implement SSB 6175 – concerning the regulation of 
surface mining. 
 

$200,000 Invasive Species Council -  necessary to 
implement ESSB 5385 Invasive Species Council to 
coordinate early response and control of dangerous 
invasive species. 
 
$300,000 Environmental Education Grants – to get 
students outdoors learning about ecosystems, wildlife, 
forestry and agriculture. 
 
$528,000 Aquatic Invasive Species prevention – to 
further management of dangerous invasive species. 
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Current Activity: Support HB 
1488, Rep. Hunter 
 

HB 1488 -  passed the House, and 
was heard in Senate Water, Energy 
and Environment committee.   
 
SB 5515 - has died.  
 

Background: This will remove the 
use of chemicals penta and octa, by 
2007, and Deca by 2010.   
 

Current Activity: Support SB 6428, 
Sen. Pridemore. 
 

HB 2662 - has died.  
 

SB 6428 -  passed the Senate, was 
heard in House Natural Resources 
committee, and is scheduled to get 
out of committee Feb. 21.   
 

Background: This will promote a 
shared responsibility model. 
Manufacturers will establish and pay 
for the collection, transportation and 
processing system throughout WA, 
and retailers, charities, and local 
govt’s may voluntarily participate.  
 
 

Current Activity:  Support HB 
2738, Rep. Holmquist/SB 6508, 
Sen. Rasmussen. 
 
HB 2738 - passed the House, and was 
heard in Senate Water, Energy and 
Environment committee.   
 
SB 6508 - passed the Senate, and was 
heard in Senate Tech., Energy and 
Communications committee.  
 
Background:  This will grow a new 
biofuels industry by including a 
minimum percentage of biofuels in 
the statewide fuel mix, replacing 
2.5% of gasoline with ethanol and 2% 
of diesel with biodiesel.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your House Appropriations Committee 
Members to support the Senate Budget 

proposals, specifically the programs 
highlighted here. 

For more information 
about each priority visit:  

 

www.environmentalpriorities.org 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington— 
 

        Promote Renewable Fuels                   L aunch Electronics Waste Recycling          Eliminat e Toxic Flame Retardants  

Audubon’s 2006 Supplemental Budget Priorities 
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Current Activity: In Washington State we are working 
hard to address the problem of aquatic and terrestrial 
invasive species through the creation of an Invasive 
Species Council (ESSB 5385). This bill sets up a Council 
of state and federal agencies, as well as stakeholders, so 
resources are maximized in invasive species prevention 
and control efforts. Setting up a Council in Washington 
also allows us to work more closely with neighboring state 
Councils to lobby the federal government.   
 

This bill was heard in committee and is scheduled to get 
out February, 21st.  
 

Background: Invasive species are responsible for the 
listing of nearly half of all threatened and endangered 
species, cost our country over $130 billion a year, are 
expected to be the leading cause of extinctions in North 
American freshwater ecosystems, and according to the 
BLM, spread at a rate of at least 4,600 acres a day on 
federal lands in the western U.S.  

 
 
    

Tallcott (R-28) are leading the charge in support of 
environmental education, ESHB 2910 which passed the 
House 79-19.  Representative Quall was instrumental in 
negotiating a floor amendment on this bill that ensured 
support from the Washington Farm Bureau, rounding out 
the broad-based coalition behind this bill. 
 

Senators Mark Doumit (D-19), Jim Hargrove (D-24) 
and Karen Fraser (D-22) have given special attention to 
SB 6175 to ensure a solvent Surface Mine Reclamation 
program at DNR (related story across and on p.3).  
 
Senators Doumit, Hargrove and Representatives 
Lynn Kessler (D-24) and Jim Buck are ensuring 
investments in nature tourism and bird-watching 
industries as well. 
 
Thanks to the bi-partisan majority working hard on 
Audubon’s legislative priorities! 

Other Issues - Support the Invasive 
Species Council  

Audubon’s Legislative Champions 
Emerge cont’d  

and compliance efforts will 
end, and surface mines will 
not be reclaimed for 
appropriate subsequent uses 
like development, open 
space, parks and most often 
habitat. 
 
The Senate must pass SSB 6175 to ensure equitable 
and sustained revenues from permit fees, in order to 
ensure an effective surface mine reclamation program 
in Washington.  

Surface Mine Protections in Jeopardy 
cont’d.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your House Natural Resource Committee 
members to pass ESSB 5385!  

Spring Forward with Audubon Council of 
Washington ~ March 24th - 26th  

Kitsap Audubon will host 
the Spring 2006 meeting of 
the Audubon Council of 
Washington (ACOW), 
March 24-26 at Fort 
Worden in Port Townsend. 
 
ACOW typically draws more than a hundred leaders 
from the 26 Audubon chapters across the State, plus the 
staff of Audubon Washington. Meetings include 
conservation and education updates, chapter reports, a 
banquet, guest speakers and special �eld trips. Kitsap has 
lined up nationally known wildlife photographer Clay 
Taylor and their local Swarovski representative to lead a 
�eld trip and presentation entitled "How to Photograph 
Wildlife".  
 
Visit http://www.kitsapaudubon.org/announce.htm for 
registration and more information. 
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We are now back to committee 
hearings as bills that are still 
alive make their way through the 
other chamber. Below is a list of 
House and Senate committees 
that typically hear our issues.  
 

Sometimes we use targeted alerts for committee 
members, but it is always good to contact your 
legislators even if they do not sit on a certain 
committee, they may have a close friend that does!   
 
 

 

Hot Tips for Advocacy -  Who is on that committee? 
Lisa Remlinger, Field Coordinator  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You can view other committees not listed here at: 
www.leg.wa.gov 

Tahoma Audubon is the Pierce 
County Chapter of National 
Audubon Society with over 1500 
members. This makes it one of the 
largest chapters in Washington.  
 
When they get involved in an issue 
people listen and that is hopefully what will happen as the 
chapter educates the public and legislators about the negative 
impacts of the proposed Cross-base highway.  
 
On February 16th, members of Tahoma Audubon attended 
the Transportation Lobby Day here in Olympia and 
advocated for the passage of HB 2871, which would open the 
opportunity to fund a wider variety of projects.  
 
The proposed Cross Base Highway is a flawed transportation 
project in its design, and it should not be funded. The 
highway is unnecessary, expensive and destructive. 
 

For more information visit http://www.tahomaaudubon.org/
crossbasehighway/.  

Chapter Spotlight 
Tahoma Audubon Speaks Up Against the Cross-base 
Highway.  

House Natural Resources, Ecology, and Parks 

Brian Sullivan - Chair (D)  
Dave Upthegrove (D) 
Jim Buck (R) 
Joel Kretz (R) 
Brian Blake (D) 
Bruce Chandler (R) 

Mary Lou Dickerson (D) 
William "Ike" Eickmeyer (D) 
Sam Hunt (D) 
Ruth Kagi (D) 
Ed Orcutt (R) 

Jeff Morris - Chair (D)  
Derek Kilmer (D) 
Larry Crouse (R) 
Larry Haler (R) 
Mark Ericks (D) 
Shirley Hankins (R) 

Zack Hudgins (D) 
Toby Nixon (R) 
Pat Sullivan (D) 
Bob Sump (R) 
Dean Takko (D) 
Deb Wallace (D) 

Geoff Simpson - Chair (D) 
Judy Clibborn (D) 
Lynn Schindler (R) 
John Ahern (R) 

Brian Sullivan (D) 
Dean Takko (D) 
Beverly Woods (R) 

House Technology, Energy, and Communications 

House Local Government 

Senate Natural Resources, Ocean, and Recreation  

Ken Jacobsen - Chair (D) 
Mark Doumit (D) 
Bob Oke (R) 
Karen Fraser (D) 

James Hargrove (D) 
Bob Morton (R) 
Harriet Spanel (D) 
Val Stevens (R) 

Senate Water, Energy, and Environment 

Erik Poulsen - Chair (D) 
Phil Rockefeller (D) 
Bob Morton (R) 
Jerome Delvin (R) 
Karen Fraser (D) 

Jim Honeyford (R) 
Joyce Mulliken (R) 
Craig Pridemore (D) 
Debbie Regala (D) 

Senate Government Operations and Elections 

Jim Kastama - Chair (D) 
Jean Berkey (D) 
Pam Roach (R) 
Don Benton (R) 
Darlene Fairley (D) 

Mary Margaret Haugen (D) 
Adam Kline (D) 
Bob McCaslin (R) 
Joyce Mulliken (R) 
Craig Pridemore (D) 

Taken by N. McNair-Huff 



  

Audubon Washington is a partnership of the Washington state office of the   
National Audubon Society and Washington's 26 independent Audubon Chapters. 

   

Audubon Washington Policy Team: 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
�

1063 Capitol Way S; Ste 208 
Olympia, WA 98501 
(360) 786-8020 
 
Mission of the National Audubon Society  
To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on  
birds, other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit of 
humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.  
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Admiralty Audubon   

Black Hills Audubon  

Blue Mt. Audubon   

Central Basin Audubon  

Discovery Coast Audubon  

East Lake Washington Audubon  

Grays Harbor Audubon  

Kitsap Audubon  

Kittitas Audubon 

Lower Columbia Basin Audubon  

North Cascades Audubon  

North Central Washington Audubon  

Olympic Peninsula Audubon  

Palouse Audubon  

Pilchuck Audubon  

Rainier Audubon  

San Juan Islands Audubon  

Seattle Audubon  

Skagit Audubon  

Spokane Audubon  

Tahoma Audubon  

Vancouver Audubon  

Vashon-Maury Isle Audubon  

Whidbey Audubon  

Willapa Hills Audubon  

Yakima Valley Audubon  

Heath Packard 
Policy Director 
(360) 786-8020 Ext 205 
hpackard@audubon.org 

Lisa Remlinger 
Field Coordinator 
(360) 786-8020 Ext 201 
lremlinger@audubon.org 

Miguel Perez-Gibson 
Policy Consultant 
(360) 259-7790 
miguelpg@earthlink.net  

Share BEV with your friends and legislators by directing them to:  
wa.audubon.org/conservationpolicy_BirdsEyeViewNewsletter.html 

 
Or sign-up for a free electronic version of BEV at:  

www.capitolconnect.com/audubon/myregistration.asp  


