
 

URGENT ACTION  
 

Legislative Hotline:  
1-800-562-6000 

 
Ask your Senate Ways and 
Means Committee Members 

to pass SSB 6175.  
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Olympia - Friday, February 03, 
2006 - As this issue of Bird’s Eye 
View goes to press, SSB 6175--
concerning the regulation of 
surface mining awaits a hearing.  
Without passage from the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee by the 
COB on Tuesday, the DNR’s 
surface mine reclamation program 
will shut down.  This program 
regulates how sand and gravel 
mines are returned to wildlife 
habitat, parks, open-space, and in 
appropriate cases, development. 
 
Audubon supports SSB 6175 
because the permit fee structure for 
the surface mine reclamation 
program is outdated, the program 
suffers from chronic under-funding 
and related staff and budget cuts. 
 
Without a solvent program, illegal 

The Cross Base 
Highway risks 
military base 
security and 
closure, 
threatens local 
businesses and 
low income 
housing.  It 
wastes taxpayer dollars, has low 
public support, and would ruin Puget 
Sound prairie habitat critical for listed 
species including streaked horned 
lark, Taylors checkerspot butterfly, 
Mazama pocket gopher and water 
howellia. 
 
(Continued on page 6.) 

 

mining will increase, technical 
assistance for miners and local 
governments will cease, enforcement 
and compliance efforts will end, and 
surface mines will not be reclaimed 
for appropriate subsequent uses like 
development, open space, parks and 
most often habitat. 
 
Audubon urges the Senate Ways and 
Means Committee to hold a hearing 
for and pass SSB 6175 to ensure 
equitable and sustained revenues 
from permit fees, in order to ensure 
an effective surface mine 
reclamation program in 
Washington. (Related story on page 3.) 

Audubon Washington 
believes in balance and 

responsibility, finding 
common ground, and 
involving all citizens in 

protecting the natural world 
and our quality of life.  
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BREAKING NEWS— 
Stop Illegal Surface 
Mining 

Cut the Cross-Base 
Highway!   
 

Heath Packard, Policy Director 

The Cross-Base Highway is a $250 
million boondoggle paid with our tax 
dollars.  This road project is 
unnecessary, expensive and harmful 
to wildlife and habitat.  The 
legislature is ill-advised in spending 
any more money on it. 
 
State Route 704 is a proposed four-
lane, six-mile highway that would run 
between Fort Lewis and McChord 
Air Force Bases in Pierce County. 
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Current Activity:  Audubon Supports 
HB 2368 which provides support and 
funding for two counties to host specific 
voluntary, market-driven projects that 
demonstrate how a transfer of development 
rights program can be used to conserve 
natural resource and habitat lands.    
 
As this goes to press, we are urging the 
House Appropriations Committee to hear and move this 
bill—fiscal committee cutoff is Feb. 7. 
 

Background:  More than 130 of the State's 317 bird 
species reside in forests.  Of the 93 vulnerable bird species 
in Washington, most rely on our forests and associated 
habitats. 
 
Forest conversion, fragmentation, and degraded forest 

health are the leading causes of forest habitat loss/
degradation.  Between 1970 and 1992 over 2 million acres 
of forests were lost to permanent conversion. 
 
Washington's private forestlands account for virtually all 
conversions and 76% of our annual timber harvests.  
Meanwhile, Washington's bird populations continue to 
decline despite 30 years of increasing state regulations 
focused on water quality for state and private lands. 
 
To stabilize Washington's Forest Bird Populations, we 
must curb the loss of habitat on State and private lands. 

Current Activity: Audubon supports 
HB 2958, Penalizing persons who violate 
rules concerning the use of nontoxic shot.  
Thanks to sponsors Representatives Brian 
Sullivan (D-21), Jim Buck (R-24) and 
others, this bill passed unanimously from 
House Natural Resources Committee on 
Feb. 2. 

 
Background: Of the 44,000+ waterfowl hunting licenses 
issued each year, WA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife estimates 
8% repeat offender noncompliance rate.  This equates to 
nearly 3,500 hunters annually who are using toxic lead 
shot over wetlands. 
 
A substantial proportion of the global population—around 
16,000 birds—spends the winter in the Puget Sound 
lowlands. 

In NW Washington/British Columbia since 1999, at least 
1,200 Trumpeter Swans have died of lead poisoning from 
ingestion of lead shotgun pellets when while foraging for 
grit to aid digestion. A single pellet can kill a full-grown 
swan in 30 days or less. 
 
Using lead shot for waterfowl hunting in the U.S. has been 
illegal since 1991. Exactly where swans are ingesting lead 
is unknown.  State/Federal agencies and The Trumpeter 
Swan Society are researching lead contamination to 
instruct future clean up. 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Thank your House Natural Resources Committee 
Members for supporting HB 2958! 

Ask your State Representatives to bring  
HB 2958 to a floor vote and vote yes! 

Editor’s Note: For questions, comments, or concerns with this newsletter please contact  
Audubon Washington’s Policy Office at 360-786-8020 ext. 201 or email lremlinger@audubon.org.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Call your House Appropriations 
Committee Members to support HB 2368! 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—CONSERVE WASHI NGTON’S FORESTS 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—REDUCE TOXIC L EAD SHOT 

Pileated Woodpecker 

Trumpeter Swans 



 

Current Activity: Audubon Supports SSB 5005,
Supporting Nature Based Tourism. This bill was passed 
out of Senate Natural Resources Committee on Feb. 2.  
The bill provides an option for local jurisdictions to 
increase hotel/motel tax, for payment to private 
landowners who provide opportunities for nature tourism.  
This supports watchable wildlife and farmers who permit 
bird watching on their farms. 
 
Background: Economic incentives to conserve wildlife 
can help support the long-term financial health of 
Washington. How? Wildlife equals nature-tourism dollars. 
Research shows that 71 million Americans watch wildlife; 
46 million say they’re bird watchers. Over the past 
decade, bird watching has become the country’s fastest-
growing form of outdoor recreation. 
 
Wildlife tourism in Washington ranks seventh in the 

nation – with prospects for growth enhanced by 2003 
legislation to promote sustainable rural economic 
development through maintaining wildlife diversity. In 
2005 Audubon Washington, CTED, WDFW and State 
Parks agreed to develop and market wildlife watching in 
Washington. 
 
In many rural communities, non-profit organizations and 
private landowners cooperatively organize wildlife-
watching festivals, which generate tourist dollars. Neither 
group, however, receives direct financial compensation.  

Current Activity :  Audubon supports SSB 6175, Revise 
Surface Mine Act to sustain this essential program.  This 
bill passed the Senate Natural Resources Committee on 
Jan. 26.  It must be heard and passed out of Ways and 
Means by Feb. 7!  Urge your Ways and Means 
Committee Members to hear and pass SSB 6175 to 
keep Surface Mining Reclamation Program solvent! 
 
Background:  Because of obsolete fee structures, 
Department of Natural Resources' (DNR) mining program 
is about to go bankrupt.  Renewing enabling legislation 
and providing interim funding is critical to ensure 
appropriate reclamation of gravel mines. 
 
Sand and gravel are necessary for our roads, homes and 
office buildings.  Demand for such minerals grows with 
Washington's burgeoning population. 
 

Mining for sand and gravel occurs in 
open-pit surface mines that due to 
Washington's geological history are 
located in or adjacent to river, 
stream, riparian and wetland 
habitats.  How these mines are 
"reclaimed," returned to habitat or other subsequent uses, 
can further impact to birds and wildlife.  If done well, new 
habitat can be created. 
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Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  

 

Ask your Senate Ways and Means Committee 
Members to support SSB 6175!   

 
Ask them to hear and pass this bill  

before fiscal cutoff! 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Thank your Senate Natural Resources Committee 
Members for supporting SSB 5005! 

Ask your Senator to bring SSB 5005 to a  
floor vote and vote yes! 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—PROMOTE WATCHA BLE WILDLIFE 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—ENSURE SURFACE  MINING RECLAMATION 
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Current activity :  Audubon 
supports HB 1458 / SB 5431 to 
improve septic system management 
in marine areas.  HB 1458 passed 
out of House Natural Resources 
Committee on January 26th!  

 

Background:  Nutrient loading from failing septics is 
causing low dissolved oxygen and ecosystem crashes that 
affect birds and wildlife. We must Clean Up Puget Sound 
and reverse the loss of critical habitats for birds and 
wildlife. More than 100 species of birds inhabit Puget 
Sound; 42 of these are considered vulnerable, and 29 are 
listed as Species of Greatest Conservation Need in 
Washington’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation 
Strategy.   
 

Species like the western grebes suffer a 95% population-

decline an indicator of the health of Puget Sound.  One-
third of our shorelines have been damaged, with one-third 
of our eelgrass meadows and 75% of watershed wetlands 
destroyed.  Toxic chemicals pour into the sound and Hood 
Canal and other inlets are suffering from insufficient 
oxygen to support the food chain. 
 

Governor Gregoire’s Puget Sound Initiative aims to 
cleaning up Puget Sound by 2020.  Audubon supports her 
$42 million supplemental budget proposal for Puget 
Sound clean-up. 

Current Activity: Several bills have 
moved out of House and Senate Local 
Government Committees. We continue to 
defend land use protections on bills 
covering:  
 

Timelines for comprehensive plan 
revisions in growing communities should 
be frequent so zoning and critical areas 
can accommodate growth and its 
pressures. 
 

Best Available Science is fundamental to 
planning to protect people and property through 
comprehensive plans.  Clarifying BAS will reduce 
appeals. 
 

Agricultural Accessory Uses can be important to keep 
working farms economically viable in our rural and 
suburban communities. 

Eminent Domain should not be abused for corporate 
profitable gain, but should be maintained for the welfare 
of all Washington’s citizens. 
 

For details about specific bills/positions contact Kate 
Jackson/Futurewise at (206) 343-0681. 
 

Background: Washington's population growth (approx. 
100,000 residents/year) requires new roads, septic 
systems, housing, office buildings, factories, retail centers 
and parking lots.  The Growth Management Act helps 
local governments develop comprehensive plans to 
manage urban growth, minimize sprawl and protect 
citizen from landslides. They plans also protect birds, 
wildlife and habitat.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your Representatives to  
support HB 1458! 

Ask you legislators to fully fund the $42million for 
Puget Sound clean up! 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Ask your legislators to defend Land Use Protections 
by voting only for land use bills approved by the 

environmental community. 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—CLEAN UP PUGET S OUND 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—DEFEND LAND USE PROTECTIONS 

Western Grebe 



 

Governor Gregoire released her proposed supplemental 
budget in December. Washington actually has a revenue 
surplus of more than $1 billion.  Gregoire charged the 
legislature with spending only half of this surplus this 
year, saving the rest for the next biennium.  In fact the 
administration will not support any budget requests or 
bills with price tags that are not in her budget.  The 
legislature will likely to send a different spending package 
with a similar bottom line to the Governor’s Desk in 
March. Audubon will champion its budget priorities 
including: 
 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 $350,000 -- Landscape Level Wildlife Assessment 
Project Forest Practice Board’s upland wildlife rules 
review. 
 
$235,000 –Nature Tourism (2 FTEs) to draw tourists 
from 2010 Olympics. 
 

$291, 573 -- Puget Sound Nearshore 
Ecosystem Restoration* (1.3 FTEs) 
 
$250,000 Specialty Wildlife &(1.0 FTE)  
$250,000   Personalized License Plate 
Spending Authority 
  
Department of Natural Resources 
 $763,600 Surface Mining Program** 
 
$133,700 Forest Riparian Easement Program  (1 FTE)-
-small Forest Landowner Program. 
 
* Funding provided in Gov’s Budget. 
** Policy direction provided in Gov’s Budget. 
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Current Activity: Support HB 
1488, Rep. Hunter/SB 5515, Sen. 
Regala. 
 

Both bills are still in Rules, with SB 
5515 eligible for second reading.  
 

Background: This will remove the 
chemicals penta and octa, by 2007, 
and Deca by 2010. Give Ecology 
money to study this issue and require 
state agencies to lead by example and 
purchase PBDE free materials.  

Current Activity: Support HB 
2662, Rep. B. Sullivan/SB 6428, 
Sen. Pridemore. 
 

HB 2662 received a hearing Feb. 2 in 
the Appropriations committee.  
 

SB 6428 received a hearing Feb. 1 in 
the Ways and Means committee.   
 

Background: This will promote a 
shared responsibility model. 
Manufacturers will establish and pay 
for the collection, transportation and 
processing system throughout WA, 
and retailers, charities, and local 
govt’s may voluntarily participate.  
 
 

Current Activity:  Support HB 
2738, Rep. Holmquist/SB 6508, 
Sen. Rasmussen. 
 
HB 2738 received a hearing Feb. 2 in 
the Transportation committee. 
 
SB 6508 passed to Rules for second 
reading Feb. 2. 
 
Background:  This will grow a new 
biofuels industry by including a 
minimum percentage of biofuels in 
the statewide fuel mix, replacing 
2.5% of gasoline with ethanol and 2% 
of diesel with biodiesel.  
 
 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your legislators to support all of Audubon's 
Budget Priorities for 2006. 

For more information 
about each priority visit:  

 

www.environmentalpriorities.org 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington— 
 

        Promote Renewable Fuels                   L aunch Electronics Waste Recycling          Eliminat e Toxic Flame Retardants  

Audubon’s 2006 Supplemental Budget Priorities 



 

February 3, 2006                                                                                                                                                                                       Page 6 of 8  

Mining on State Beaches 
Audubon opposed HB 2588 because of concerns 
related to cumulative effects of recreational mining 
activities on our beaches.  Unfortunately, we do not 
have adequate scientific data to definitively understand 
how or if recreational gold-mining activities on our 
beaches will be detrimental to wildlife and habitat.  It is 
unclear if this activity will have any more impact than 
razor clam harvests. 
 
Conservation partners of Audubon Washington, 
including Friends of Grays Harbor and Grays Harbor 
Audubon Society continue to oppose a substitute bill 
SSB 2588 which allows a pilot permit project to study 
the impacts. 

Studying Environmental Education 
Audubon supports SB 6735 and HB 2910 requiring a 
study of environmental education.  As people connect 
with nature and learn about our natural and built 
environments, they develop environmental literacy 
which leads to better informed consumers, civic 
participants, and policy decisions.  These bills are 
supported by a broad-based coalition of business, 
industry, foresters, educators and conservationists.  
Both bills have passed unanimously from their 
respective education committees.  Thanks to sponsors 
Senators McAuliffe (D-1) and Schmidt (R-44) and 
Representatives Quall (D-40) and Talcott (R-28)! 

 

More than 250 conservation-
minded citizens descended on 
Olympia Jan. 26th to meet with 
their legislators to press for the 
Priorities for a Healthy 
Washington, and other measures 
to protect our clean air, clean 
water, and vital natural areas. 
There was even a Lobby Day bus 
that started in Bellingham and 
transported activists from 
Whatcom, Snohomish, King, and 
Pierce counties to the Capital, 

where they attended morning briefing sessions by state and 
elected officials and afternoon one-on-one meetings with 
representatives and senators.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your legislators to support environmental 
education and vote yes on SB 6735 or HB 2910! 

Other Issues - Mining on State Beaches / Environmen tal Education  

Lobby Day draws over 250 activists to 
Olympia.  

The Cross Base Highway will 
bisect one of the last remaining 
oak prairie woodlands in western 
Washington causing the direct 
conversion of 162 acres of unique 
and pristine old-growth oak 
woodlands (Cross-Base Highway 

FEIS, p. 4-129). A mere 3% remains of this rarest form 
of habitat in Washington, the Puget Sound lowland 
prairies, which once covered more than 150,000 acres in 
pre-settlement times. 
 
A diverse coalition opposes this project and is urging 
cost-effective alternatives: existing rail lines can move 
freight to the Port, and commuter trip reduction 
programs surpasses the Cross Base in reducing 
congestion in the area. This beats spending $250 million 
on a new highway that will compound congestion. 
 
We urge decision-makers to pass transportation 
packages with no funding for the Cross Base Highway. 
 

Cut the Cross-Base Highway!  cont’d.  

Streaked horned lark 

Photo from People for  
Puget Sound  
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In a short session of 60 days it 
seems like cut-offs loom around 
every corner, but then again this 
process it meant to kill bills, not 
pass them. That is why it is 
critical that legislators know 
what is important to you!  
 

Below is the 2006 session timeline starting in 
February.  
 
February 3rd  
Last day to pass bills out of committee of origin, 
except House fiscal committees and Senate Ways & 
Means and Transportation committees. 
 
February 7th  
Last day to pass bills out of House fiscal committees 
and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation 
committees in house of origin. 
 
February 14th  
Last day to consider bills in house of origin (5 p.m.). 
 
February 24th  
Last day to pass bills out of committee from opposite 
house, except House fiscal committees and Senate 
Ways & Means and Transportation committees. 
 
February 27th  
Last day to pass bills out of House fiscal committees 
and Senate Ways & Means and Transportation 
committees in opposite house.  
 
March 3rd 
Last day to consider opposite house bills (5 p.m.) 
(except initiatives and alternatives to initiatives, 
budgets and matters necessary to implement budgets, 
amendments, differences between the houses, and 
business related to the interim and closing the 
session). 

Hot Tips for Advocacy -  Session Timeline 
Lisa Remlinger, Field Coordinator  

March 9th  
Last day allowed for regular 
session under state 
constitution. 
  
What this means:  
Things are moving fast and 
cut-offs are approaching. If 
bills do not make it out of 
their fiscal committee by February 7th, they are dead.  To 
track bills, committees, or find your legislators go to: 
www.leg.wa.gov. 

Are your bills 
moving? Cut-off 
is coming soon!  
Don’t let good 

bills die!  

Kitsap Audubon is doing even 
more than planning our next 
Audubon Council of Washington 
(ACOW) conference. It is saving 
Kitsap County from 
irresponsible development and 
helping to preserve its great 
quality of life!  
 
Conservation chair Gene Bullock 
has been hard at work educating chapter membership, 
legislators, and other groups he is involved with about 
sound conservation planning.  
 
Kitsap Audubon is a member of the West Sound 
Conservation Council that has been involved in the 
county’s Critical Area Ordinance process and is preparing 
to fight the upcoming 2006 developers loophole initiative 
proposed by the Farm Bureau.  
 
The Seattle PI even published one of Gene’s Letters to the 
Editor—Developers are the true Goliaths in this scenario.  
View the letter at http://seattlepi.nwsource.com/
opinion/256848_ltrs25.html.  

Chapter Spotlight 
Kitsap Audubon Protects its Quality of Life  

 

Sandy Bullock, Lisa Remlinger, 
and Nancy Ladenberger pose at the 
Kitsap County Legislative Forum.  



 

Audubon Washington is a partnership of the Washington state office of the   
National Audubon Society and Washington's 26 independent Audubon Chapters. 

   

Audubon Washington Policy Team: 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
�

1063 Capitol Way S; Ste 208 
Olympia, WA 98501 
(360) 786-8020 
 
Mission of the National Audubon Society  
To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on  
birds, other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit of 
humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.  
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Admiralty Audubon   

Black Hills Audubon  

Blue Mt. Audubon   

Central Basin Audubon  

Discovery Coast Audubon  

East Lake Washington Audubon  

Grays Harbor Audubon  

Kitsap Audubon  

Kittitas Audubon 

Lower Columbia Basin Audubon  

North Cascades Audubon  

North Central Washington Audubon  

Olympic Peninsula Audubon  

Palouse Audubon  

Pilchuck Audubon  

Rainier Audubon  

San Juan Islands Audubon  

Seattle Audubon  

Skagit Audubon  

Spokane Audubon  

Tahoma Audubon  

Vancouver Audubon  

Vashon-Maury Isle Audubon  

Whidbey Audubon  

Willapa Hills Audubon  

Yakima Valley Audubon  

Heath Packard 
Policy Director 
(360) 786-8020 Ext 205 
hpackard@audubon.org 

Lisa Remlinger 
Field Coordinator 
(360) 786-8020 Ext 201 
lremlinger@audubon.org 

Miguel Perez-Gibson 
Policy Consultant 
(360) 259-7790 
miguelpg@earthlink.net  

Share BEV with your friends and legislators by directing them to:  
wa.audubon.org/conservationpolicy_BirdsEyeViewNewsletter.html 

 
Or sign-up for a free electronic version of BEV at:  

www.capitolconnect.com/audubon/myregistration.asp  


