
 

URGENT ACTION  
 

Legislative Hotline:  
1-800-562-6000 

Call and ask your legislators  
to read Bird's Eye View  
and support Audubon's  

2006 legislative priorities.  
 

 Contact our staff for assistance. 
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Olympia -- Monday, November 14th 
marked the latest effort to rollback 
Washington's land-use protections.  
The initiative drive, expected to land 
on the November 2006 ballot, would 
force government to pay landowners 
to follow our community protection 
laws or require government to waive 
these protections. 
 
Spearheaded by the Washington Farm 
Bureau, this developer’s loophole 
initiative would gut policies to protect 
the rural character of our 
communities, working farms, 
working forests, and safeguards for 
our birds, wildlife and habitat--key 
assets of our nature tourism industry. 
 
Waiving these protections would 
allow unchecked development with 
reckless abandon impacting 
community character, water quality 
or downstream flooding.   

to protecting 
our natural 
heritage to 
benefit all 
citizens. 
 
Representative 
democracy's 
public policies 
are designed to protect the welfare of 
all in our society.  Recently too many 
policy debates are manipulated to 
polarize for political gain.  That's 
turkey politics.  Bird enthusiasts and 
our natural world need Audubon's 
steady voice in these debates. 
 
(Continued on page 6.) 

 

In concluding a Thanksgiving holiday 
filled with conversations about 
current events and politics I ruminate 
on more than the irony of a turkey 
dinner for an Auduboner, and timely 
trivia of Benjamin Franklin's desire 
for the turkey as our National 
Symbol. 

Through policy offices in Washington 
D.C. and Olympia, and our statewide 
network of 26 independent chapters, 
Audubon time and again 
demonstrates balanced approaches 

Alternatively, government payments 
to maintain these protections would 
guarantee increased taxes. 
 
Efforts to make land-use policies too 
expensive to enforce is not new.  A 
similar Referendum was defeated in 
Washington in 1995, and an Oregon 
court recently declared a 2004 
measure unconstitutional.   
 
"We need balanced approaches to 
resolving land-use policy tension in 
Washington.  The course charted by   
 
(Continued on page 6.) 

Audubon Washington 
believes in balance and 

responsibility, finding 
common ground, and 
involving all citizens in 

protecting the natural world 
and our quality of life.  
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Background:  More than 130 of the State's 317 bird 
species reside in forests.  Of 93 vulnerable bird species in 
Washington, most rely on our forests and associated 
habitats. See State of the Birds live at:  
 http://wa.audubon.org/science_SOTBReport_WAState.html. 

 
Forest conversion, fragmentation, and 
compromised forest health lead the causes of 
forest habitat loss/degradation.  Between 
1970 and 1992 over 2 million acres of forests 
were lost to permanent conversion. 
 

Washington's private forestlands account for virtually all 
conversions and 76% of our annual timber harvests.  
Meanwhile, Washington's bird populations continue to 
decline despite 30 years of increasing state regulations 
focused on water quality for state and private lands. 

If we are to stabilize or recover Washington's forest bird 
populations, we must curb or reverse the loss of habitat 
on State and private lands. 
 
Current Activity:  We must advance market-driven 
transfer of development rights (TDR) to keep working 
forests as forests, not new housing.  Development rights 
can be bought by developers to create higher density 
developments within urban boundaries. 
 
We must ensure recognition and improved health of 
unique forest habitats like Oregon White Oak and Eastern 
Washington Ponderosa Pine forests. 

Background:  Washington's 
northern Puget Sound lowlands are 
important wintering areas for 
Trumpeter Swans. A substantial 
proportion of the global 
population—estimated at 16,000 
birds in the late 1990’s—spends  
the winter in this region. 
 

Since 1999, at least 1,200 Trumpeter Swans have died of 
lead poisoning in Whatcom and Skagit Counties and 
Southern British Columbia. Lead poisoning is caused by 
ingestion of lead shotgun pellets. Swans consume pellets 
while foraging for grit to aid digestion. A single pellet can 
kill a full-grown swan in 30 days or less. 
 
Using lead shot for waterfowl hunting in the U.S. has been 

illegal since 1991. Exactly where the swans are ingesting 
the lead is unknown.  State and Federal agencies and The 
Trumpeter Swan Society (TTSS) are researching lead shot 
contamination to instruct future clean up efforts. 
 
Current Activity:  In partnership with TTSS, hunters and 
agencies, Audubon is advocating for a zero tolerance toxic 
shot enforcement bill.  It will increase penalties and 
education for hunters using lead shot in restricted areas. 
 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your Natural Resource Committee Members to 
strengthen toxic lead shot enforcement. 

 

Volunteer with research/monitoring: call TTSS's 
Martha Jordan at (425)787-0258. 

Editor’s Note: For questions, comments, or concerns with this newsletter please contact  
Audubon Washington’s Policy Office at 360-786-8020 ext. 201 or email lremlinger@audubon.org.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your Natural Resource and Land Use 
committees to conserve WA’s forests.  

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—CONSERVE WASHI NGTON’S FORESTS 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—REDUCE TOXIC L EAD SHOT 



 

Background: Economic incentives to conserve wildlife 
can help support the long-term financial health of 
Washington. How? Wildlife equals nature-tourism dollars. 
Research shows that 71 million Americans watch wildlife; 
46 million say they’re bird watchers. Over the past 
decade, bird watching has become the country’s fastest-
growing form of outdoor recreation. 
 
Wildlife tourism in Washington ranks seventh in the 
nation – with prospects for growth enhanced by 2003 
legislation to promote sustainable rural economic 
development through maintaining wildlife diversity. In 
2005 Audubon Washington, CTED, WDFW and State 
Parks agreed to develop and market wildlife watching in 
Washington. 
 
In many rural communities, non-profit organizations and 
private landowners cooperatively organize wildlife-

watching festivals, which generate tourist dollars. Neither 
group, however, receives direct financial return.  
 
Current Activity: WDFW will introduce legislation that 
allows local decision-makers to compensate non-profits 
and landowners with hotel-motel tax revenues.  
 
Audubon thinks this bill would be improved by 1) linking 
compensation of landowners to their conserving habitat 
AND guaranteeing public access to designated areas for 
wildlife-watching (e.g., birding festivals); and 2) 
increasing total funds available.   

Background:  Sand and gravel are necessary for our 
roads, homes and office buildings.  Demand for such 
minerals grows with Washington's burgeoning  
population. 
 
Mining for sand and gravel occurs in open-pit surface 
mines that, due to Washington's geological history, are 
located in or adjacent to river, stream, riparian and 
wetland habitats.  Our chapters often appeal mine  
permits due to potential impacts to adjacent habitat.  
Maintaining environmental protections/programs for  
this industry is critical to minimize impacts to birds. 
 
How these mines are "reclaimed," returned to habitat or 
other subsequent uses, can further impact birds and 
wildlife.  If done well, new habitat can be created. 
 
However, because of obsolete fee structures, the 

Department of Natural Resources' (DNR) mining program 
is about to go bankrupt.  Renewing enabling legislation 
and providing interim funding is critical to ensure 
appropriate reclamation of gravel mines. 
 
Current Activity :  The DNR is revising the Surface Mine 
Reclamation Act (RCW 77.44) and Audubon has been 
involved in negotiations to ensure DNR's program is 
sustained and the act ensures greater environmental 
protections. 
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Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  

 
Ask your Natural Resource Committee members to 
improve the Surface Mine Reclamation Act and fund 

DNR's reclamation program. 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Ask your Natural Resource Committee Members to 
support watchable wildlife legislation.  

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—PROMOTE WATCHA BLE WILDLIFE 

Audubon’s 2006 Legislative Priorities—ENSURE SURFACE  MINING RECLAMATION 
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Background:  More than 100 species of birds inhabit 
Puget Sound; 42 of these are considered vulnerable, and 
29 are listed as Species of Greatest Conservation Need in 
Washington’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation 
Strategy.  Species like the western grebes suffer a 95% 
population-decline. 
 
Puget Sound is in trouble.  The water is polluted.  State 
and federal governments list orcas, salmon and bird 
species as endangered.  One-third of our shorelines have 
been damaged, with one-third of our eelgrass meadows 
and 75% of watershed wetlands destroyed.  Toxic 
chemicals pour into the sound and Hood Canal and other 
inlets are suffering from insufficient oxygen to support  
the food chain. 
 
The inland marine waters and estuaries of Puget Sound  

are among the highest priorities 
for conservation action in 
Washington. These habitats 
support a complex food chain 
vital to our wildlife resources.  
 
We must Clean Up Puget Sound and reverse the loss of 
critical habitats for our birds and wildlife. 
 
Current activity :  We are working with agencies and the 
governor's office to ensure that proper funding and 
timelines are set to clean up Puget Sound. 

Background:  Growth is inevitable.  
Washington is an attractive place to live 
because it is a young and thriving state 
with a high quality of life.  Washington's 
burgeoning population may grow by 2 
million people in the next 15 years.  This 
will require more roads, more septic 
systems, more housing, more office 
buildings, factories, retail centers and 
parking lots. 
 
Policy tools like the Growth Management 

Act, Shorelines Management Act, and State 
Environmental Protection Act are designed to assist local 
governments in developing wise growth plans.  These 
plans direct increased urban growth, minimize sprawl and 
protect citizens from landslides and natural disasters and 
also protect birds, wildlife and habitat from the 

detrimental side effects of un-controlled urban and 
suburban sprawl. 
 
Current Activity:  Governor Gregoire, recognizing long-
running controversies and issues with these policy tools, 
aims to tackle these issues.  A suite of bills is expected 
from the Governor, which will tackle update requirements 
and best available science.  We are currently working with 
Wetnet (our wetlands advisory committee) to ensure that 
these bills do not rollback protections enjoyed by these 
policies.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Ask your legislators to Clean Up Puget Sound and 
support all of the Priorities for a Healthy Washington. 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Ask your local government committee members 
today and ask them to defend our Land Use 

Protections. 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—CLEAN UP PUGET S OUND 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—DEFEND LAND USE PROTECTIONS 



 

Audubon advocates for sustained funding 
and revenue streams to support regulations 
and programs that protect birds, wildlife 
and their habitat.  We do this not only to 
benefit bird enthusiasts, clean air and 
water but also to benefit our economy by 
investing in our natural assets so residents 
and nature tourists alike can enjoy our 

birds and wildlife and spend money doing so. 
 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 
$350,000 -- Landscape Level Wildlife Assess. Project 
Aids the Forest Practice Board's review of upland wildlife 
rules. 
 

$235,000 -- Wildlife Eco-Tourism (2 FTEs) 
Promotes nature tourism opportunities and draws tourists 
from the 2010 Olympic games. 
 

$291, 573 -- Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem 
Restoration (1.3 FTEs) 

$660,000 -- Hydraulic Project Approval Habitat 
Conservation Planning (1.5 FTEs) 
 

$250,000 Specialty Wildlife License Plate Spending   
Authority (1.0 FTE)   
$250,000   Personalized License Plate Spending 
Authority  
  
Department of Natural Resources 
$763,600 Surface Mining 
Aid DNR to fulfill Surface Mine Reclamation Act 
obligations.  
 

$133,700 Forest Riparian Easement Prgm  (1 FTE) 
Supports DNR's small Forest Landowner Office. 
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Background: Common household 
products such as televisions, 
computers, furniture, and carpeting 
needlessly expose children and 
animals to chemicals known as toxic 
flame retardants or PBDEs.  
 
Current Activity: HB1488/SB5515 
passed through five committees of the 
Legislature in 2005 and is currently in 
the House and Senate Rules 
committees.   

Background: Technology advances 
have changed the way we work and 
live, but those advances have also left 
us with a growing environmental 
problem: millions of unwanted 
electronics are piling up in landfills 
with no proper disposals.  
 
Current Activity:  This legislation 
will create a state-wide electronics 
recycling system where we all would 
have a role to play: manufacturers 
would establish and pay for the 
program, consumers would turn in 
their old electronics for recycling, and 
many retailers would serve as 
collection points.  

Background:  Oil and gas imports 
drain more than $25 million every 
day from Washington’s economy.  
 
“Biofuels” – fuels produced using 
plant materials – can dramatically 
improve our energy security and 
agricultural viability by reducing 
expenditures on imported petroleum 
and providing a major new market for 
Washington farm products.   
 
Current Activity:  Through 
discussions among the farm 
community, the biofuel industry, 
labor, Climate Solutions, and others, 
we will seek to promote these 
alternatives.    

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your legislators to support all of Audubon's 
Budget Priorities for 2006. 

For more information 
about each priority visit:  

 

www.environmentalpriorities.org 

Priorities for a Healthy Washington— 
 

        Promote Renewable Fuels                   L aunch Electronics Waste Recycling          Eliminat e Toxic Flame Retardants  

Audubon’s 2006 Supplemental Budget Priorities 
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Background:  Washington's Northern 
Spotted Owl (NSO) population is 
suffering a precipitous drop quantified by 
the Federal Government at an average of 
7% annually, and a 50% total over the last 
decade--rates much higher than predicted. 
 
Forest Practice Rules designed to 
supplement Federal Recovery by 
conserving habitat on State and private 
lands have not been adequately 

implemented.  In fact, of the 172,000 acres clear-cut 
within the Spotted Owl Habitat Assessment Study Area 
(Pierce et. al., 2005) between 1996 and 2004, 56,400 acres 
(or 33%) was suitable owl habitat. 
 
Current Activity:  After months of research, negotiations 

and education efforts, Audubon's chapters, state office and 
conservation partners successfully advocated for the 
Forest Practices Board's declaration of an Emergency.  
They passed several measures to immediately protect owl 
habitat and develop new recovery strategies. 
 
Despite this success, we were disappointed that the FPB 
voted 11 to 1 to allow continued harvests of habitat in 
areas specifically designed to protect owls. 
 
We continue to pursue every avenue to recover owls. 

this initiative is one-sided and uncompromising," said 
Audubon Washington Policy Director Heath Packard.  
Audubon is committed to constructive public policy 
solutions founded on common ground and common needs 
of all citizens. 
 
Audubon California works closely with their state's  
Farm Bureau to promote wise land-use and conservation 
programs to conserve working farms and bird habitat.  
Similarly, Audubon Washington is committed to 
maintaining Washington's rural economies, working 
forests and farms, and protecting wildlife habitat.   
 
"This session we're supporting a bill to compensate 
landowners for their contributions to local nature-tourism 
economies," said Packard (See Watchable Wildlife page 
3).  “I hope the Farm Bureau will come around to a 
balanced approach to resolve everyone's concerns.” 

Companies like Exxon and Weyerhaeuser report record 
profits while recent media suggests the inequitable 
influence of such special interests.  From debates on oil 
drilling in Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to Northern 
Spotted Owl conservation we advocate policies to balance 
special interests' economic needs with science-based 
conservation. 
 
In a season when partisan politics and powerful special 
interests rule, we look forward to rolling up our sleeves 
and working hard on sound and prudent conservation 
policy that truly represents all interests.  I trust our 
legislators are prepared to avoid turkey politics and follow 
models like policy eagle Congressman Dave Reichart (R-
8) in 2006. (See Chapter Spotlight page 7.) 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Ask your legislators to support Department of Fish 
and Wildlife's Landscape Level Wildlife Assessment 

budget request. 

Other Issues—Northern Spotted Owls on the Brink 
 

Breaking News cont’d.  Audubon Exercises Balance cont’d.  



 

December 1, 2005                                                                                                                                                                                     Page 6 of 8  December 1, 2005                                                                                                                                                                                     Page 7 of 8  

Follow all the legislative action in the Bird’s Eye 
View newsletter!  

·     Read about recent activities of the legislature 
·     Learn the details of legislation and track bills 
·     Receive action alerts to voice your opinions 

about key decisions 
 
This important publication is FREE of charge when 
you subscribe via email, (www.capitolconnect.com/
audubon/myregistration.asp) but in order for us to 
continue to provide this important publication, we ask 
that you consider MAKING A DONATION 
TODAY! Even a gift as small as $15 will help! 
 
If you would like to continue to receive BEV in hard-
copy, we will print, fold, and mail it to you with the 
help of our dedicated volunteers for the low price of 
only $20 per year! 
 

Session is fast approaching, and it is 
important to know a head of time who 
represents you, and what committees 
they are on.   
 
Our state is divided into 49 legislative districts. Check 
out the statewide district map at http://www1.leg.wa.
gov/common/maps/statewide.  
 
You can find your district, legislators, and their 

committees by visiting 
http://www.leg.wa.gov  
and typing in your 
address. If you do not 
have internet access 
you can call the 
Legislative Info Center 
at 1-800-562-6000 for 
assistance.  

This fall members and staff at East 
Lake Washington and Seattle 
Audubon had the opportunity to go to 
Washington, D.C. to lobby our 
Congress members to save the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge from the 
ravages that would come with oil drilling.  

Despite intense pressure from U.S. House leaders, 
Washington Republican Rep. Dave Reichert, District 8, 
joined 24 other GOP members Nov. 9 in listening to their 
constituents. Because of the opposition by Rep. Reichert and 
the others, the Arctic Refuge was deleted from the House’s 
version of the budget bill. The issue is not settled however, 
because the Senate budget includes drilling; lawmakers will 
attempt to reconcile the two versions in December. 

Thank Rep. Reichert personally via http://www.house.gov/
reichert/IMA/issue_subscribe.htm. 

Session begins 
Monday, January 

9th. Do you  
know who  

represents you? 

Follow the 2006 Legislative Session With Bird’s Eye  View 

Hot Tips for Advocacy 
Know Your District and its Legislators  
Lisa Remlinger, Field Coordinator  

Chapter Spotlight 
Hats off to East Lake WA and Seattle Audubon for help 
protecting the Arctic 

Donation or subscription form for A Bird’s Eye View of  
the 2006 Legislative Session 
 
 Name______________________________ 
  
Address_____________________________  
  
City _____________ Zip________________  
  
Phone ______________________________ 
  
E-mail ______________________________    
 
Would you also like to receive BEV by E-mail? YES!    NO.  
 

My check is enclosed, or charge my credit card:   
 

[ ] MasterCard   [ ] VISA   [ ] Amer Exp (Check one) 
Credit card number ________________________________________ 
Exp. date ____________ 
Name as it appears on the card _______________________________ 
Gift amount _________ 
Signature 
________________________________________________________

Please mail to:  
Audubon 

Washington 
1411 4th Ave, Ste 
920, Seattle, WA  

98101 



 

Audubon Washington is a partnership of the Washington state office of the   
National Audubon Society and Washington's 26 independent Audubon Chapters. 

   

Audubon Washington Policy Staff: 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
�

1063 Capitol Way S; Ste 208 
Olympia, WA 98501 
(360) 786-8020 
 
Mission of the National Audubon Society  
To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on  
birds, other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit of 
humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.  
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Admiralty Audubon   

Black Hills Audubon  

Blue Mt. Audubon   

Central Basin Audubon  

Discovery Coast Audubon  

East Lake Audubon  

Grays Harbor Audubon  

Kitsap Audubon  

Kittitas Audubon 

Lower Columbia Basin Audubon  

North Cascades Audubon  

North Central Washington Audubon  

Olympic Peninsula Audubon  

Palouse Audubon  

Pilchuck Audubon  

Rainier Audubon  

San Juan Islands Audubon  

Seattle Audubon  

Skagit Audubon  

Spokane Audubon  

Tahoma Audubon  

Vancouver Audubon  

Vashon-Maury Isle Audubon  

Whidbey Audubon  

Willapa Hills Audubon  

Yakima Valley Audubon  

Heath Packard 
Policy Director 
(360) 786-8020 Ext 205 
hpackard@audubon.org 

Lisa Remlinger 
Field Coordinator 
(360) 786-8020 Ext 201 
lremlinger@audubon.org 

Miguel Perez-Gibson 
Policy Consultant 
(360) 259-7790 
miguelpg@earthlink.net  

Share BEV with your friends and legislators by directing them to:  
wa.audubon.org/conservationpolicy_BirdsEyeViewNewsletter.html 

 
Or sign-up for a free electronic version of BEV at:  

www.capitolconnect.com/audubon/myregistration.asp  


