
URGENT ACTION  
 

Industrial Development in  
Aquatic Reserves? Not in our 
Puget Sound! Contact your 
legislators and urge them to  

support SSB 6011.  
 

1-800-562-6000 
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Olympia – March 15, 2007  
State Senate and House each tackled 
global warming by passing bills to 
the other chamber prior to house-of-
origin-cutoff.  Audubon supports 
E2SHB 1303, a Priority for a Healthy 
Washington, which passed the House 
78 - 18 and ESSB 6001 which passed 
the Senate 35 – 13 on March 10th. 
 
On February 7th, Governor Gregoire 
signed Executive Order 07-02 
establishing the Climate Challenge 
stakeholder process to develop a 
comprehensive climate policy for 
Washington.  While that 
comprehensive policy is developed, 
ESSB 6001 and E2SHB 1303, the 
Clean Air-Clean Fuels bill, will 
produce practical, near term steps to 
avoid major new sources of climate 
pollution. 

The bill sensibly 
bans industrial 
development in 
the Reserve and 
requires state and 
local agencies to 
devise plans to 
achieve the 
conservation 
goals. 
 
A mere 5% of Puget Sound’s western 
grebe population remains.  Of over 
100 species of birds inhabiting Puget 
Sound at least 42 are at risk.  The 
state has prioritized 29 bird species 
for recovery.  Orcas and salmon are 
(Continued on page 6.) 

While saving Puget Sound is a bi-
partisan and statewide priority, 
Audubon supports SSB 6011 to 
establish in law the Maury Island 
Aquatic Reserve.  The bill sets 
Reserve goals to conserve native 
habitats; protect and restore nearshore 
ecosystems; promote stewardship of 
riparian and aquatic habitats; and 
provide for low-impact public uses 
that do not adversely affect resource 
values or detract from long-term 
ecological processes.   

ESSB 6001 confirms EO 07-02 
targets for reducing global warming 
pollution by:  
 

· 2020, reduce emissions to 1990 
levels; 
· 2035, to 25% below 1990; and 
· 2050, to 50% below 1990 (or 70% 
below expected 2050 levels.) 

 
The bill also sets goals for reducing 
energy import costs, and increasing 
clean energy jobs.  It sets a  
(Continued on page 6.) 

Audubon Washington 
believes in balance and 

responsibility, finding 
common ground, and 
involving all citizens in 

protecting the natural world 
and our quality of life.  
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BREAKING NEWS— 
Audubon, State Combat 
Global Warming 

It’s Time to Preserve Puget 
Sound’s Aquatic Reserves 
 

Heath Packard, Policy Director 
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Audubon leads and coordinates 
the forest conservation lobby. 
Several issues are priorities for 
Audubon and the environmental 
caucus. 
 
SSB 6141 Forest Health  
Position: Support 
 
Current Activity: Passed 
Senate unanimously March 14 

and referred to House Ag. and Nat. Res. Cmte.  Successful 
negotiations with the timber industry, Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) and the conservation 
community resulted in a decent Forest Health bill that 
increases science-based decision making, and recognizes 
ecologically uncharacteristic fuels build up or infestations 
as DNR forest health priorities. 
 
SHB 1122/SSB 5461 Forest Health Contract 
Harvesting on State Lands 
Position: Support 
 
Current Activity: SHB 1122 hearing in Senate Nat. Res. 
Cmte March 15th and SSB 5461 hearing in House Nat. 
Res. March 19th.  Both bills passed their respective 
houses-of-origin unanimously.  This bill allows DNR to 
continue to hire contract harvesters to do silvicultural 
practices on state forest lands. This enables the state to 
generate some revenue from its trust lands while reducing 
risks of catastrophic fire and pest infestation. With our 
minor amendment to clarify priority sites and ecological 
aspects of “forest health” Audubon supports this bill. 

SHB 1045 Board of Natural Res. Mgmt Fee 
Position: Support 
 
Current Activity: SHB 1045 unanimously passed the 
House on 2/16 and was heard in Senate Ag. & Nat. Res. 
on March 15th.  The DNR is responsible for managing the 
state’s trust lands—forests managed primarily for 
revenues for schools and universities, and for rural cities 
and counties. The current return on investment to the 
trustees is about 75%. Management costs are increasing as 
DNR aims to increase harvests levels and revenues as well 
as protections for Northern Spotted Owls and riparian 
areas. Audubon supports these increases as negotiated 
through a settlement agreement over the Board of Natural 
Resources and DNR’s 2004 “sustainable harvest 
calculation.” 
 
2SSB 5883 Forest Conversion Moratorium 
Position: Support 
 
Current Activity: SB 5883 is alive and well and passed 
the Senate unanimously.  Companion House Bill 1408 
died in the House. Current law prohibits for six years the 
conversion (development) of a forest parcel that has been 
clear-cut under a Forest 
Practices Permit. The 
WFFA points out that 
because the current 
moratorium restricts 
limited or partial 
conversions to liquidate 
some land values while 
still maintaining most of 
the forests as working 
land, it prompts more 
families to sell off their 
entire forests!  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Ask your legislators to protect  
forest by passing these bills.  

Editor’s Note: For questions, comments, or concerns with this newsletter, please contact  
Audubon Washington’s Policy Office at 360-786-8020 ext. 201 or e-mail lremlinger@audubon.org.  

Audubon’s 2007 Legislative Priorities—CONSERVE WASHI NGTON’S FORESTS 

Cassin’s Vireo 



 

Working forests and farms 
provide essential habitat to 
resident and migratory birds 
that winter, forage, breed 
and pass through WA. 
Audubon has prioritized 
policies that curb sprawl and 
protect these working 

landscapes for all birds including swans on the Skagit, 
cranes in Othello or neo-tropical migrants in our forests.  
 
ESHB 2212 Agricultural Activities 
Position: Support 
Current Activity: Farmers fear regulations that might 
impose buffers and take some of their farmland out of 
production and as a result are “selling the farm.”  
Audubon knows birds rely on our working farm land.  If  
sold to developers, we loose farms and birds alike! 
 
This is why the Farm Bureau, counties and 
conservationists all supported a negotiated ESHB 2212 
which passed the House 79 – 17 on March 13th.  This bill 
establishes a stakeholder process at the Ruckelshaus 
Policy Consensus Center to constructively resolve the 
problems farmers have with Critical Areas Ordinance 
(CAO) Buffers on Ag lands.  During that process, there is 
a two-year deferment of new regulations for existing and  
 

legal agricultural activities to provide some relief to the 
agriculture community. 
 
SSB 5248 Agricultural Lands 
Position: Oppose 
Current Activity: An overreaching bill that throws the 
baby out with the bathwater, or eliminates regulations of 
agricultural activities posing serious risks to water quality, 
wildlife and habitat passed the Senate on March 15th, 32 – 
17.  Audubon opposes SB 5248 which precludes 
development regulations and Critical Areas Ordinances, 
required under the Growth Management Act, from 
applying to existing agricultural activities.  We are very 
disappointed the Senate supported this bill! 
 
Bills to Keep our Working Lands 
We are actively working with farm and forest interests on 
these common-ground policy changes that go a long way 
toward bringing broader fairness and flexibility to the 
state’s land use systems while maintaining the strong 
foundation of community environmental protections. 
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Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  

 
Ask your Legislators to help Audubon keep our 

working lands safe from sprawl.  

Audubon’s 2007 Legislative Priorities—KEEP OUR WORKI NG LANDS  
                                                                  SAFE FROM SPRAWL 

Trumpeter Swans 

BILL              TITLE                                   STATUS                    Description 
HB 1311         Sm farm assist                        S Ag/Rural/Dev          Removes sunset for small Farm assist. Program 
SHB 1458       Eminent domain                     S Judiciary                  Requires certified landowner notice 
2SHB 1636     Development rights                S NR/Ocean/Rec        Creates TDR Program 
EHB 1648       Agriculture                             S Ag/Rural/Dev          Ensures the right to farm for existing Ag 
ESHB 2016    Eminent domain                     S Judiciary                  Allows landowner buy-back if land is unused 
ESHB 2212    Agricultural activities             S Govt Op & El          See Above 
SHB 2219       Sm forest landowners             H Passed 3rd              Supports small forest riparian easements 
SSB 5108       Farmland pres. office             H Ag & Nat Res         Creates Office  
SB 5444          Eminent domain                     H Judiciary                 This is the notice bill 

Audubon supports the following bills:  
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Current activity:  The 
budget process is heating 
up as we expect the House 
capital budget early next 
week and the Senate to 
follow shortly after. The 
good news is that more and 
more legislators continue to 
publicly support $100 
Million in both the House 
and the Senate.   

 
Many of the 26 local Audubon chapters have been sending 
in letters of support and contacting their legislators, 
including: Admiralty, Black Hills, East Lake Washington, 
Kittitas, North Central Washington, Olympic Peninsula, 
Tahoma, Vancouver, and Whidbey.   
 

Audubon Washington is connecting WWRP with its 
popular birding trail program, identifying over 70 trail 
sites that have been, or could be, supported by WWRP 
funds. This demonstrates the connection between wildlife 
conservation and nature tourism.     
 

Background: WWRP is working to preserve 133 projects 
across the state. The program provides funding for local 
and state parks, water-access sites, trails, critical habitat, 
natural areas, riparian and urban wildlife habitat, and 
farmland  preservation. 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Ask your legislators to fund the Wildlife and 
Recreation Program at $100 Million and tell them 

what will be funded in their district.  

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—$100 MILLION FOR  WILDLIFE AND  
                                                              RECREATION PROGRAM (WWRP)  

E2SHB 1374/ESSB 5372 
Creating the Puget Sound 
Partnership 
Position: Support  
Current activity :  
Both bills passed their 
respective chambers with 
wide bi-partisan support, 
41-5 (Senate) and 78-19 (House). ESSB 5372 is scheduled 
for a hearing in the House 3/23. The bills will continue to 
be worked on, and our goal is a single bill that includes 
the best from both, so the new Puget Sound agency can 
attain real accountability for results and achieve recovery 
of the Sound by 2020.  
 
Background: This bill would create the Puget Sound 
Partnership agency, and is the first step in the process to 
create accountability under the Governor’s leadership.  

We view the bill as a starting point and will continue to  
make accountability an important and necessary issue to 
recover Puget Sound by 2020.  
 
Puget Sound’s water and wildlife are in trouble. More 
than 100 species of birds inhabit Puget Sound: 42 of these 
are considered vulnerable, and 29 are listed as “Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need” in Washington’s 
Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy. Species 
like the western grebes have suffered a 95% population 
decline. 

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

 

Ask your legislators to pass ESSB 5372  
out of committee and schedule  

E2SHB 1374 for a hearing.  

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—SAVE OUR SOUND 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

Western Grebe 



 

Tuesday, March 20th the House will release its operating and capital budget and the Senate will follow a week later.  
The House Appropriations subcommittee on natural resources recommended increased funding for some Audubon 
priorities, but overall moved $13 million out of natural resource investments.  The March 15th revenue forecast 
provides the legislature with an additional $126.5 million.   
 
We urge an overall increase in natural resource funding, and full funding for these: 
 
Agency                                             Item                                                  Request                              Governor             House Subcommittee 
 
Audubon’s Top 2007 Budget Priorities 
WDFW                Wind Power guidelines & New Energy Tech               $600,000                            $0                         $0 
DNR                    Natural Heritage Program                                             $700,000                            $0                         $560,000 
DNR                    Forest Practices Board Wildlife assessment                 $1.5M                                $790,000              $1.5M 
WDFW                Nature Tourism Infrastructure Initiative                       $350,000                            $0                         $280,000 
                            (Capital Bdgt. Element)                                                 $500,000                            $0                          NA 
 
Priorities for Healthy Washington 
Multiple               Save Puget Sound                                                          $154M                               $54M                    about equal 
IAC                     WWRP (Capital Budget)                                               $100M                               $70M                    NA 
 
Other Audubon Funding Priorities  
DNR                    Small Forest Landowner Office                                    $2.591M                             $2.591M               $1.9M 
WDFW                Puget Sound Bird Monitoring                                       $350,000                            $0                        $0 
WDFE                 Puget Sound Burrow Nesting Seabirds                        $150,000                            $0                         $0 
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Priorities for a Healthy Washington— 
 

                          Support Clean Air—Clean Fu els                                                  Eliminate Toxic Flame Retardants  

Audubon’s 2007 Budget Priorities 
 

E2SHB 1303/SB 5586 Encouraging the 
use of cleaner energy 
Position: Support  
Current Activity: HB 1303 passed out of 
the House with 79 - 18 vote. It is 
scheduled for public hearing in the Senate 
Committee on Water and Energy & 
Telecommunications 3/ 21. SB 5586 did 
not make it past cut-off and is now dead.  
 
Background: An omnibus bill that will help Washington 
develop a clean-energy economy by providing market 
incentives for clean fuels and vehicles, Washington-grown 
biofuels crops, and clean school buses. (See page 1 for 
more details.)  

SSB 5034/ESHB 1024 Phasing out 
PBDE’s  
Position: Support  
Current Activity: E SHB 1024 is 
scheduled for public hearing in the 
Senate Committee on Water and Energy 
& Telecommunications 3/20. SSB 5034 
did not make it past cut-off and is now 
dead.  

For more information about  
each of these priorities visit:  

 

www.environmentalpriorities.org 

Bald Eagle 
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greenhouse gas emissions performance standard for major 
new power plants or purchases and authorizes additional 
financial incentives for utilities to invest in energy 
conservation.  ESSB 6001 authorizes electric utilities to 
continue to invest in reducing global warming pollution. 
 

E2SHB 1303 Establishes an Energy Freedom Coordinator 
and requires the state to implement a school bus 
replacement incentive program to eliminate old inefficient 
dirty busses.  The bill requires state and local fleets to 
satisfy their fuel needs with biofuels by the year 2015, 
unless the mandate is deemed impracticable by the Energy 
Freedom Coordinator.   
 

E2SHB 1303 also requires a number of studies and reports 
and makes cellulosic ethanol facilities eligible for 
assistance from the Energy Freedom Program.  Cellulosic 
ethanol can be derived from forestry byproducts, reducing 
open burning of slash and creating a market for forest 
fuels-build-up that lead to uncharacteristic forest fires.  
This provision therefore helps protect our working forest 
lands from sprawling development. 
 

Audubon is leveraging all its resources to help solve the 
greatest environmental challenge in history.  National 
Audubon, the state office and Washington’s network of 26 
independent Audubon Societies are rallying to combat 
global warming through education, voluntary reductions of 
carbon footprints and science-based policy advocacy. 

Other Issues and Priorities - Washington Oil Spill Legislation 2SHB 1488               
                            

Breaking News cont’d.  

 It’s Time to Preserve Puget Sound’s 
Aquatic Reserves cont’d.  

During the 2005 legislative 
session, the legislature 
established the Oil Spill 
Advisory Council to make 
recommendations on how 
the state could develop a 
"state-of-the-art" oil spill 
prevention program and to 

make funding recommendations.  
 
 
 

endangered.  These keystone species’ population trends 
indicate a dying Puget Sound, deteriorating water quality, 
and an imperiled environment and economy. 
 
Puget Sound is in trouble. One-third of our shorelines 
have been damaged. Toxic chemicals pour into the Sound 
and inlets are suffering from insufficient oxygen to 
support the food chain.  Shellfish beds are closed, and the 
wildlife tourists come to see is disappearing. 
 
The legislature should prohibit industrial development in 
all the best habitats remaining in Puget Sound.  This line 
should be drawn for priority habitats like Aquatic 
Reserves.  Doing anything less than banning industrial 
development in Aquatic preserves is inconsistent with all 
our efforts to save the Sound.  Audubon urges the 
legislature to pass SSB 6011. 

The Council recommended that new funding be 
established to strengthen oil spill safeguards, including the 
following: 
1. Maintain the Neah Bay Rescue Tug year round; 
2. Fund additional rescue tugs to protect high risk locations such as 
the San Juan Islands during storms; 
3. Fund the Council at an adequate level; 
4. Clean up abandoned or "derelict" vessels that threaten to spill oil 
5. Provide additional funding for Department of Ecology enforcement 
staff.  
2SHB 1488, currently being considered in the Senate, 
would expand funding for the rescue tug and oil spills 
programs shifting the burden of funding off the general 
taxpayer and on to oil companies and other shippers.  

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000  
 

Vote yes on 2SHB 1488 to prevent oil spills in 
Washington waters.  
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Typically during session you 
rarely get more than a few 
minutes of a legislator’s time. 
When preparing to speak with 
elected officials, you should be 
aware of the following:  

 
· What is their constituency base?  
            What district are they in?  
            What are the demographics of their district?  
            Who are their recent campaign contributors? 
 
· What is their voting record?  
            How have they voted on similar issues?  
 
· Who is on staff for the legislator?  
            Who is their legislative assistant (LA)? 
            Do they have other staff members?  
 
Once you have a sense of this information, it will help 
you craft a clear, effective message. Your message 
should include the following: 
 
 

San Juan Islands Audubon Society 
has approximately 250 members 
and includes the area of San Juan, 
Lopez, and Orcas Islands.  
 
San Juan Islands Western Bluebird 
Reintroduction Project 2007 - 
Western Bluebirds (WBs) were 
once common in the Garry Oak/
grassland habitats of the San Juan 
Islands. Due to habitat destruction and competition for nest 
cavities with European Starlings, Western Bluebirds 
vanished from Vancouver Island and the San Juans by the 
mid-1960s. The WB breeding population was reduced to 
Washington’s oak habitats of Ft. Lewis near Tacoma. 
 
The San Juan Islands Audubon Society (SJIA), San Juan 
Preservation Trust (SJPT), American Bird Conservancy 
(ABC) and Ecostudies Institute (EI), are working on a five-
year plan to reintroduce bluebirds to the islands. Early March 
marks the arrival of WBs to Ft. Lewis. Biologists from ABC, 
EI and Ft. Lewis trapped eight pairs from Ft. Lewis over two 
weeks time and moved them to San Juan Island. They were 
placed in aviaries set in the core of the prime oak/grassland. 
The birds stayed in the aviaries for several days to become 
acclimatized to the area and then released. Scores of island 
volunteers managed by SJIA and SJPT, raised donations, 
built and installed boxes, built three aviaries, fed meal worms 
to aviary birds and monitored the area and boxes for bluebird 
activity.  
 
The hope is that the birds will take to the boxes and return to 
the islands next year to breed. In the coming years, more 
pairs will be translocated to the islands, eventually moving to 

other islands with suitable habitat. 
There has been tremendous support 
by the islanders as their hope is to 
see Western Bluebirds over the San 
Juans again. 

Advocacy in Action -  
The Art of a Clear Message  
Lisa Remlinger, Field Coordinator  

Chapter Spotlight -  
San Juan Islands Audubon 

© Dennis Paulson 

 
· Your name 
 

· Where you live 
 

· Contact information 
 

· Specific bill number or budget 
request 

 

· What you want them to do 
 

· How it affects your community, 
birds and habitat 

 

· Thank them for their efforts 
 



 

Audubon Washington is a partnership of the Washington state office of the   
National Audubon Society and Washington's 26 independent Audubon Chapters. 

   

Audubon Washington Policy Staff: 
 
 

                       
 
 
 
�

1063 Capitol Way S; Ste 208 
Olympia, WA 98501 
(360) 786-8020 
 
Mission of the National Audubon Society  
To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on  
birds, other wildlife and their habitats for the benefit of 
humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.  
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Admiralty Audubon   

Black Hills Audubon  

Blue Mt. Audubon   

Central Basin Audubon  

Discovery Coast Audubon  

East Lake Washington Audubon  

Grays Harbor Audubon  

Kitsap Audubon  

Kittitas Audubon 

Lower Columbia Basin Audubon  

North Cascades Audubon  

North Central Washington Audubon  

Olympic Peninsula Audubon  

Palouse Audubon  

Pilchuck Audubon  

Rainier Audubon  

San Juan Islands Audubon  

Seattle Audubon  

Skagit Audubon  

Spokane Audubon  

Tahoma Audubon  

Vancouver Audubon  

Vashon-Maury Isle Audubon  

Whidbey Audubon  

Willapa Hills Audubon  

Yakima Valley Audubon  

Heath Packard 
Policy Director 
(360) 786-8020 Ext 205 
hpackard@audubon.org 

Lisa Remlinger 
Field Coordinator 
(360) 786-8020 Ext 201 
lremlinger@audubon.org 

Miguel Perez-Gibson 
Policy Consultant 
(360) 259-7790 
miguelpg@earthlink.net  

Share BEV with your friends and legislators by directing them to:  
wa.audubon.org/conservationpolicy_BirdsEyeViewNewsletter.html 

 
Or sign-up for a free electronic version of BEV at:  

www.capitolconnect.com/audubon/myregistration.asp  


