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BREAKING NEWS— URGENT ACTION
Birding Trail Expands To
Olympic Peninsula Contact your legislators and ask
OLYMPIA. Feb. 14 — Under the them to fund/vote for Audubon’s

; top budget priorities.
watchful yellow eyes of a live Grea :
Horned Owl and Red-tailed Hawk, (See page 5 for details)
two species of bird regularly seen @
the Olympic Peninsula, Rep. Lynn 1-800-562-6000
Kessler unveiled the Olympic Loop!
Audubon Washington’s fourth and “The trails and their birds attract
newest route of the Great WashingtRitors to primarily rural locations,

State Birding Trail. which spurs economic development
~ ‘ “Birding trails and gives residents increased
| are big incentive to safeguard natural areas
gaf DUsiness all - around their communities and
acrossthe  regions,” Kessler continued.
| country,” said
Rep. Kessler audubon Washington Executive
(D-Hoquiam), Director Nina Carter explained that
Nina Carter and Rep. — lead House  pjrding “trails,” now offered in more
PhatolyaanineGates —P s0k of  than 20 states, are usually self-guided
legislation lastdriving tours to places where birds
year that supported development ofgre frequently seen. Some states
the loop and completion of the include water routes where visitors

statewide trail. can paddle canoes or kayaks to see
(Continued on page 6.)

Momentum Builds the 2007-09
biennial budgets.

Heath Packard, Policy Director “spent all the

House subcommittee recommends Money” available

increasing funds for three of in her proposed

Audubon’s top budget priorities for &udget and “rain

bird-friendly Washington. day fund.” _
Finding money is

Audubon owesgecial thanks to very difficult given the thousands of

Appropriations Subcommittéghair competing budget priorities advanced

Kelli Linville (D-42), and by members and diverse interests.

Representatives Brian Sullivan (D- . o

21) and Hans Dunshee (D-44pr ~ Fortunately for birds, wildlife and

supporting Audubon’s budget bird enthusiasts, the House
priorities. Appropriations Subcommittee on
Government Operations supported

The legislature has a tough job with(Continued on page 6.)
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Audubon’s 2007 Legislative Priorities—CONSERVE WASHI NGTON’'S FORESTS

Audubon leads and coordinategriority sites and ecological aspects of “forest health”
the forest conservation lobby. Audubon supports this bill.

Several issues are priorities for

Audubon and the environment&lB 1045 Board of Natural Res. Mgmt Fee

caucus. Position: Support
Forest Health SB 6141 Current Activity: HB 1045 passed out of House on 2/16.
" Position: Support Companion Senate Bill 5462 did not receive a hearing
before the 2/28 committee cutoff so the bill died. The
Cassin's Vireo Current Activity: Because of DNR is responsible for managing the state’s trust lands—
industry opposition to our forests managed primarily for revenues for schools and

negotiated bill SB 6025, Department of Natural Resounseisersities, and for rural cities and counties. The current
(DNR) hosted a three-hour negotiation this week and weturn on investment to the trustees is about 75%.

have all but settled on a bill that both the conservation Management costs are increasing as DNR aims to increa
community and the timber industry can live with. We harvests levels, and revenues as well as protections for
expect a new bill 6141 cosponsored by Senator Jacobdinthern Spotted Owls and riparian areas. Audubon
(D-46) and Senator Morton (R-7) to be passed out of supports these increases as negotiated through a settlen
committee on the 2/28 cutoff with the amendments agragieement over the Board of Natural Resources and

to by all parties. DNR’s 2004 “sustainable harvest calculation.”

HB 1122/SB 5461 Forest Health Contract Harvesting HB 1408 / SB 5883 Forest Conversion Moratorium
on State Lands Position: Support
Position: Support with minor amendment

Current Activity: Both HB 1408 and SB 5883 have
Current Activity: Passed out of House Agriculture andpassed their respective chambers’ Natural Resource
Nat. Res. Cmte., 1/25. Passed to Rules by Appropriati@wnmittees and await hearings in their fiscal committees
Cmte. 2/12. Passed Sen. Nat. Res. Cmte. 2/16. This Bildubon was acknowledged in both committees for our
allows DNR to continue to hire contract harvesters to dward work to make this happen.
silvicultural practices on state forest lands. This allows the
state to generate some revenue from its trust lands wheirrent law prohibits for six years the conversion
reducing risks of uncharacteristic catastrophic fire and (development) of a forest parcel that has been clear-cut
pest infestation. With our minor amendment to clarify under a Forest Practices Permit. The WFFA points out
that because the current moratorium restricts limited or
: : : partial conversions to liquidate some land values while
Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000 still maintaining most of the forests as working land, it
prompts more families to sell off their entire forests!

Ask your legislators to protect
forest by passing these bills.

Editor's Note: For questions, comments, or concerns with this nevedter, please contact
Audubon Washington’s Policy Office at 360-786-8020xé 201 or e-mail Iremlinger@audubon.org
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Audubon’s 2007 Legislative Priorities—KEEP OUR WORKI NG LANDS
SAFE FROM SPRAWL

Recently, Audubon has  policy changes and the partnerships behind them will go
participated in negotiationslong way toward showing that reforms are not only

with legislators and possible, but desired, in an

agriculture interests to effort to bring broader fairness

guarantee that and flexibility to the state’s land

conservationists and use systems while maintaining

agricultural interests all  the strong foundation of
Trumpeter Swans “come to the table” to community protections.

constructively resolve the
problems farmers have with Critical Areas Ordinance We are championing:
(CAO) Buffers on Ag lands. While Ag is already
exempted in most cases from these buffers, the perceptioA Forest Health Bill
is that farmers could lose the ability to farm some of the Status: (see p. 2)
acres adjacent to streams, rivers and wetlands. et Feres
Forest Land Conversion
Audubon supports the development of a resolution to this Moratorium flexibility
concern by engaging our stakeholders in a process at the Status: (see p. 2)

Ruckelshaus Policy

Consensus Center at UW. - HB 1636/SB 565&Creating a regional transfer-of
development-rights program

Working forests and Status HB 1636--House Appropriations. SB 5656—

farms provide essential Senate Rules.

habitat to resident and

migratory birds that - HB 1458Changes to strengthen Eminent Domain laws

winter, forage, breed and and protect property owners

pass through Status Passed House Judiciary Committee, 2/13.
Washington. Audubon
has prioritized policies that curb sprawl and protect these $100 Million for WWRP (see page 4)
working landscapes for all birds including swans on the
Skagit, cranes in Othello or neo-tropical migrants in our A process to ID/address CAO buffer issuesn Ag
forests. land (see above)

Status Governor’s budget funds UW Policy
During the Initiative 933 campaign, some genuine land  Consensus Center
use issues were raised by the agriculture community that
are scaring landowners to “sell the farm”. Audubon
pledged to support a range of policy changes and strateg
investments aimed at resolving the very real issues that
face some landowners in Washington.

Working Farm

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000

Ask your Legislators to help Audubon keep our
working lands safe from sprawl.

We are actively working with reasonable farm and forest
interest groups on these common-ground priorities. Thes
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Priorities for a Healthy Washington—$100 MILLION FOR  WILDLIFE AND
RECREATION PROGRAM (WWRP)

Current activity: On To find out more information about what is funded in your
2/21, over 75 advocates area go tavww.wildliferecreation.org

filled the capitol to . . . o
advocate for a $100 Audubon Washington is connecting WWRP with its

million for WWRP. popular birding trail program, identifying trail sites that
have been supported by WWRP funds. This continues to
strengthen the connection between recreation and nature
tourism.

Various meetings were

held with legislators to

ask for their support, andg, i ground: WWRP provides funding for local and state
Sharp-tailed Grouse the Governor hosted @ orks water-access sites, trails, critical habitat, natural

_ legislative reception.  re55 riparian and urban wildlife habitat, and farmland
Governor Gregoire spoke about the statewide 'mpaCtSﬂfeservation.

the program and the overall effect its projects have on
things such as clean air. Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000

Even with this great support, there is still concern that Ask your legislators to fund the Wildlife and
legislators are not aware of the program and the projef a{EEEE g S teole[e 1y Re 18X R0l 11| (o] R=TaTe ISR 131
that will be funded in their district. what will be funded in their district.

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—SAVE OUR SOUND

HB 1374/SB 5372 We view the bill as a starting point and will continue to
Creating the Puget Sound make accountability an important and necessary issue to
Partnership recover Puget Sound by 2020.

Position: Support

Current activity : Puget Sound’s water and wildlife are in trouble. More
Because of friendly than 100 species of birds inhabit Puget Sound: 42 of thes
amendments, the Senate are considered vulnerable, and 29 are listed as “Species
Bill received its second Western Grebe Greatest Conservation Need” in Washington’s

hearing in the Water, Energy, and Telecommunication&€omprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy. Species
committee, 2/23 and is schedlued to be passed out of like the western grebes have suffered a 95% population
committee 2/28. The House bill was first heard in the decline.
Select Committee on Puget Sound, 1/23, and then in t : : ’

- Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000

Appropriations Committee, 2/27.
Background: This bill would create the Puget Sound ASK your legislators to pass HB 1374 and

Partnership agency, and is the first step in the process SB 5372 out of budget committees
create accountability under the Governor’s leadership. by March 5th.
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Priorities for a Healthy Washington—

Support Clean Air—Clean Fu els Eliminate Toxic Flame Retardants
HB 1303/SB 5586 Encouraging the use SSB 5034/SHB 1024 Phasing out
of cleaner energy PBDE's
Position: Support Position: Support
Current Activity: Hearing held in House Current Activity: SHB 1024 passed off
Appropriations Committee, 2/20. The the House floor and will now make its
Senate bill is scheduled to pass out of way through the Senate!
Senate Water, Energy and
Telecommunications committee 2/28. . This is a major step in passing this Bald Eagle
legislation!

Background: An omnibus bill that will
help Washington develop a clean-energy economy by For more information about
providing market incentives for clean fuels and vehicles each of these priorities visit:
Washington-grown biofuels crops, and clean school b

Audubon’s 2007 Budget Priorities
Please see budget action item on page 1

The 2007-2009 biennium budgets are currently being crafted by House budget writerdl vdlease a final draft
after the next state revenue forecast expected mid-March. The HousgAmiomns subcommittee that deals with
natural resources released recommendations that increase funding fakughurben priorities but overall shifts $11
million away from natural resource investments.

We urge an overall increase in natural resource funding, and full funding for these:

Agency Iltem Request Governor House Subcommittee

Audubon’s Top 2007 Budget Priorities

WDFW Wind Power guidelines & New Egge Tech $600,000 $0 $0

DNR Natural Heritage Program $700,000 $0 $560,000

DNR Forest Practices Board Vfddhssessment $1.5M $790,000 $1.5M

WDFW Nature Tourism Infrastructunitiative $350,000 $0 $28@M00
(Capital Bdgt. Element) (RB000 $0 NA

Priorities for Healthy Washington

Multiple Save Puget Sound $154M $54M about equal

IAC WWRP (Capital Budget) $100M $70M AN

Other Audubon Funding Priorities

DNR Small Forest Landowner Géfic $2.591M $2.591M $1.9M

WDFW Puget Sound Bird Monitoring $350,000 $0 $0

WDFE Puget Sound Burrow Nestingtfies $150,000 $0 $0
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Other Issues and Priorities -
Leave No Child Inside Act of 2007

SHB 1677 / SB 5265
Position: Support

Audubon continues to help

the state’s EE lobby navigate

the halls of the capitol. In

the past we have established

new EE grant programs, positions and funding. This Y
we are working with the Sierra Club and others to ens
passage of the Outdoor Education and Recreation Gr
Program under the authority of the Washington State
Parks and Recreation Commission.

The competitive grant program will be available to all

entities, public or nonprofit who are connecting at-risk
youth and families with nature. This complements the
formal education EE Partnership Fund established at
OSPI a few years ago.

Breaking News cont'd.

birds, while others add biking or walking sections.

With 40+ million Americans describing themselves as
interested in bird watching, developers of the Great
Washington State Birding Trail hope to entice both log
residents and out-of-state visitors to the Olympic Loog
which features more than 200 of Washington’s 365 bi
species.

Together with local chapters, Audubon Washington
produced its first map of the birding trail in 2002, the
Cascade Loop. The Coulee Corridor followed in 2003

Pagef®

Lobby Day 2007 is  a Success!

Thank you to the 60+
Audubon members who
attended this year's
environmental Lobby Day.

With 250 passionate citizens
visiting 105 legislators, our
aHiified message on the Four
uRyiorities resonated loudly
hirough the halls of the State
Capitol.

Lobby day clearly had an
impact on legislators. Later
that week, Representative
Upthegrove was open to
amendments on a Puget Sound bill, and HB 1024 the bil
to eliminate toxic flame-retardants, passed the House!

ELWAS members battle the rain!
Photo by: Janine Gates

Momentum Builds for Birdie Budget-
cont’'d.

some of Audubon’s top budget priorities and “found
money” to increase the funding levels proposed by
Governor Gregoire (see p.5 for details on funding levels).
These include: funding for implementation of the “bird
&ill” or Important Bird Areas program in the Dept. of
Natural Resources’ (DNRYatural Heritage Program;

&ull funding for theUpland Wildlife Habitat Assessment

at DNR; and funding foNature Tourism Infrastructure

at the Dept. of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).

Bird-Friendly-Wind-Power $, Audubon’s top budget
priority is not yet funded. Key legislators including

and the Southwest Loop in 2005. Three additional routR@presentative Jeff Morris (D-40) are considering this

covering eastern Washington and the Puget Sound arj
will complete the birding trail by 2010. All maps contai
info about habitat, bird species, access, and when to

Copies of the Great Washington State Birding Trail m
can be ordered online at www.wa.audubon.org.

§tiority. Audubon is optimistic that we may yet garner

ouse support to update the state’s Wind Power Siting
Guidelines, and fund biologists at WDFW to ensure
proposals are minimizing impacts to birds, bats and
ARTdlife.
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Advocacy in Action -

Committee listings
Lisa Remlinger, Field Coordinator

Below is a list of committees
that often hear Audubon’s
issues. You can check out
additional committee listings,
such as local government,
Puget Sound, environmental

PagefB

Chapter Spotlight -
Black Hills Audubon Society

Black Hills Audubon Society encompasses the area of
Thurston, Lewis and Mason counties and has approximate
1,100 members.

Thurston County is under siege in
large part due to development of

heath and the budget committees at www.leg.wa.gowgravel mines, houses, and

Senate Natural Resources, Ocean & Recreation

Ken Jacobsen - Chair (D) Erik Poulsen (D)

Phil Rockefeller (D)
Bob Morton (R)
Karen Fraser (D)
James Hargrove (D)

Hatriepanel (D)
Vakesens (R)
Daresker (R)

Senate Water, Energy & Telecommunications

Erik Poulsen - Chair (D)
Phil Rockefeller (D)

Jim Honeyford (R)
Jerome Delvin (R)
Karen Fraser (D)

Janéa HolmquistR)

Chris Marr (D)

Bob Morton (R)

Eric Oemig (D)
Craig Pridemore (D)
Debbie Regala (D)

House Agriculture and Natural Resources

Brian Sullivan - Chair (D)
Brian Blake (D)

Joel Kretz (R)

Judy Warnick (R)

Mary Lou Dickerson (D)

William "Ike" Eickmeyer (D)

Bill Grant (D)
Steve Hailey (R)

Ruth Kagi (D)

Patricia Lantz (D)

John McCoy (D)

Daniel Newhouse (R)
Ed Orcutt (R)

Chris Strow (R)

Kevin Van De Wege (D)

House Technology, Energy and Communications

Jeff Morris - Chair (D)
John McCoy (D)
Larry Crouse (R)

Jim McCune (R)
Deborah Eddy (D)
Doug Ericksen (R)

Shirley Hankins (R)
Zack Hudgins (D)
Christopher Hurst (D)
Dean Takko (D)

Kevin Van De Wege (D)

warehouses. While local
jurisdictions process the wave of
paperwork, maintaining healthy ecosystems and our quality
of life can be overlooked. Black Hills Audubon Society
(BHAS) strives to protect Thurston County’s most valuable
wildlife habitat, its aquifers, and the remaining fragments of
the County’s wetlands, prairies, and undeveloped shoreline
Some of the issues:

Black capped chickadee

A permit for a gravel mine expansion and asphalt plant
adjacent to the Black River National Wildlife Refuge was
denied: After an expensive five-year legal battle, the State
Court of Appeals recently ruled in favor of BHAS and
Thurston County, denying a Special Use Permit to Quality
Rock Products.

Ports of Olympia and Tacoma propose a Rail Transfer
Facility for south Thurston County. The proposed facility,
adjacent to wetlands and publicly owned prairie preserves,
would threaten wildlife ecosystems. BHAS will be
monitoring and commenting.

BHAS and others ask the Port of Olympia to conduct a
comprehensive EIS The Port proposes a Weyerhaeuser
contract that would congest local streets with log truck
traffic, increase air pollution from trucks and ships, and stir
up dioxin contaminants with dredging activities.

BHAS begins long overdue dialogue on Port economics:
UW doctoral candidate and port expert Chris Fowler
emphasized in a lecture sponsored by BHAS and the
Carnegie Group that local jurisdictioaBoulder the financial
burden and environmental costs of Port development, while
the benefits are distributed both regionally and nationally.
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Audubon Washington is a partnership of the Washington state office of the
National Audubon Society and Washington's 26 independent Audubon Chapters.

Admiralty Audubon Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Seattle Audubon
Black Hills Audubon North Cascades Audubon Skagit Audubon
Blue Mt. Audubon North Central Washington Audubon Spokane Audubon
Central Basin Audubon Olympic Peninsula Audubon Tahoma Audubon
Discovery Coast Audubon Palouse Audubon Vancouver Audubon
East Lake Washington Audubon Pilchuck Audubon Vashon-Maury Isle Audubon
Grays Harbor Audubon Rainier Audubon Whidbey Audubon
Kitsap Audubon San Juan Islands Audubon Willapa Hills Audubon
Kittitas Audubon Yakima Valley Audubon

Audubon Washington Policy Staff:

Heath Packard Miguel Perez-Gibson Lisa Remlinger

Policy Director Policy Consultant Field Coordinator

(360) 786-8020 Ext 205 (360) 259-7790 (360) 786-8020 Ext 201
hpackard@audubon.org miguelpg@earthlink.net Iremlinger@audubon.org

1063 Capitol Way S; Ste 208
Olympia, WA 98501
(360) 786-8020

Mission of the National Audubon Society

To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, fagosin
birds, other wildlife and their habitats for theneét of
humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.

Share BEV with your friends and legislators by diireg them to:
wa.audubon.org/conservationpolicy BirdsEyeViewNe&wsk.html

Or sign-up for a free electronic version of BEV at:
www.capitolconnect.com/audubon/myregistration.asp




