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fledgling to Audubon WA. Congrats
to our Policy Director Heath
Packard and his wife Anne.
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BREAKING NEWS— URGENT ACTION

Eliminating Toxic Flame Urge your legislators to vote “yes”

Retardants Will Be Voted on on SHB 1024/SSB 5034. Tell

Soon! them you are concerned about
toxic flame retardants harming

SHB 1024/SSB 5034 will soon be [iealllef{=gERal=r=11{aR=talo Rolel[[F]iTa[s Ke]F]s

voted on in the House and Senate, environment.

and this bill has a lot of momentum 1-800-562-6000

this year for passing.

Common household products, suct safer alternatives that meet fire safety
televisions, computers, furniture, ar standards are widely available.
carpeting needlessly expose birds :

wildlife to chemicals known as toxic This bill has a broad coalition of

flame retardants or PBDES. support, including the Washington
State Nurses Association and the

Very similar to the now banned Washington State Association of Fire
PCBs, these chemicals leach out o Chiefs, along with many others.
products and are rapidly increasing
mother’s milk, ospreys and orca  However, the powerful out-of-state
whales. chemical industry continues to deny
PBDEs are harmful and is playing all
It is past time to safeguard our horr of their dirty tricks to defeat the bill.
and the environment from exposure
to these hazardous chemicals in oL
consumer products, especially whe

(Continued on page 6.)

Audubon and Legislators staff answer
Flocking Together dozens of
(Guest Columnist) questions each

day, and at the I

Nina Carter, Executive Director .
same time they

7oy ! iﬂ

As Executive Director of Audubon steer

Washington, | continue to be Washington in a positive direction to
impressed by how seriously our ~ improve our state’s environment and
elected officials take their economy.

responsibility to do the public's

business. | am also proud of Audubon

Washington's policy team and our 26
Every day, legislative offices are  Audubon Societies throughout the
besieged by constituents with state. They too work hard every day
requests for help in contacting a stafelping our elected officials
agency or in understanding a state Qf ... o4 6
federal law. Legislators and their tontinued on page )
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Audubon’s 2007 Legislative Priorities—CONSERVE WASHI NGTON’'S FORESTS

Audubon leads and coordinatesd universities, and for rural cities and counties. The
the forest conservation lobby.current return on investment to the trustees is about 75%
Several issues are priorities falanagement costs are increasing as DNR aims to increa
Audubon and the harvests levels and revenues as well as protections for
environmental caucus. Northern Spotted Owls and riparian areas. Audubon

supports these increases as negotiated through a settlerr
HB 1122/SB 5461 Forest agreement over the Board of Natural Resources and
Health Contract Harvesting DNR’s 2004 “sustainable harvest calculation.”
: on State Lands

Cassin’s Vireo Position: Support with Forest Health (No bill number yet)
minor amendment Position: Support

Current Activity: Our amendment has been added. Current Activity: We have been successful in
Hearing held in House Agriculture and Natural Resourséiengthening the bill and will be working with DNR
Committee, 1/18. Hearing held in Senate Natural this week to have the bill sponsored.
Resources, Ocean and Recreation, 1/29.

The Forest Health Strategy Work Group (FHSWG),
This bill allows the State Department of Natural established in 2004, held public meetings in 2006
Resources (DNR) to continue a practice of hiring contreegjarding a revised forest health bill. We have weighed ir
harvesters to do silvicultural practices on state forest on these meetings and provided consistent feedback on
lands. This allows the state to generate some revenueour need to see “forest health” legislation acknowledge
from its trust lands while reducing risks of catastrophicthe ecological importance of fires and insects in healthy
fire and pest infestation. With a minor amendment to forest ecosystems.
clarify priority sites and ecological aspects of “forest
health” Audubon supports this bill. HB 1408 Forest Conversion Moratorium

Position: Support
HB 1045/SB 5462 Board of Natural Res. Mgmt Fee  Current Activity: Hearing held in House Agriculture and
Position: Support Natural Resources Committee, 1/31. Audubon testified in
Current Activity: HB 1045 has passed out of both the support of this bill, and we were acknowledged in the
House Agriculture and Natural Resources Committee aathmittee for all the hard work we put in to make this
Appropriations. SB 5462 has not received a hearing. happen.

The DNR is responsible for managing the state’s trust Current law prohibits for six years the conversion
lands—forests managed primarily for revenues for sch@#selopment) of a forest parcel that has been clear-cut
S : under a Forest Practices Permit. The WFFA points out
Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000 that because the current moratorium restricts limited or
_ partial conversions to liquidate some land values while
SELSTCIRNEWTEIAEERIIEROLININIEERENEISRE stjl| maintaining most of the forests as working land, it

support Audubon’s positions. prompts more families to sell off their entire forests!

Editor's Note: For questions, comments, or concerns with this nevetter please contact
Audubon Washington’s Policy Office at 360-786-8020xé 201 or email Iremlinger@audubon.org
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Working forests and farms Our coalition will actively champion:

provide essential habitat to
migratory birds that winter, -
forage, breed and pass
through Washington.

Audubon has prioritized
policies that curb sprawl
and protect these working

Trumpeter Swans

HB 1636/SB 5656Creating a regional transfer-of-
development-rights program

Status Both bills have been heard in committee

HB 1458 Changes to strengthen Eminent Domain laws
and protect property owners

Status Scheduled for a hearing in the House
Judiciary Committee, 2/2

landscapes for birds, whether swans on the Skagit, crane$100 Million for WWRP (see page 4)

in Othello or neo-tropical migrants in our forests.

A process to identify and address CAO buffer issues
on agricultural land and a process to identify and

During the Initiative 933 campaign, some legitimate land address fairness problems
use issues were raised that deserve our attention. While Status Governor’s budget proposal to take issue up

voters recognized that 1-933 was too extreme and too
costly, there remain some very real problems with
reasonable approaches at hand.

Audubon and many of
the organizations that
actively opposed 1-933
have pledged to work
together, in partnership
with others, to support a
range of policy changes
and strategic investments

. . Working Farm in Washington
aimed at resolving the g ’

in UW Policy Consensus Center

We will also work to find ways to support:

Expansion of the Heart of Washington campaign
Establishment of an Office of Farm (and Forest)
Conservation

Forest Fish Passage Program Funding

Removal of the 6-year moratorium deed restriction on
Class Ill harvest (see pages 1 & 2)

B&O tax relief for family forest landowners

Inclusion of buffers in density calculations for urban
areas

very real issues that face some landowners in WashingtorRestoring urban and community forests
We are actively working with reasonable farm and forest Maintaining the DNR Small Forest Landowner Office

interest groups on these common-ground priorities.

Taking action to address the Eastern Washington
Forest Health Issues

These policy changes and the partnerships behind them Examination of infrastructure financing

will go a long way toward showing that reforms are not-

only possible, but desired, in an effort to bring broader
fairness and flexibility to the state’s land use systems

while maintaining the strong foundation of community
protections.

Establishment and funding of a GMA Infrastructure
Account

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000

Ask your Legislators to help Audubon keep our
working lands safe from sprawl.
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Priorities for a Healthy Washington—$100 MILLION FOR  WILDLIFE AND
RECREATION PROGRAM

Current activity: The Background: WWRP provides funding for local and state
Governor’s Budget parks, water-access sites, trails, critical habitat, natural
request is $70 million.areas, riparian and urban wildlife habitat, and farmland
It is expected that  preservation.
House and Senate
budgets will be Since beginning in 1990, the program has awarded nearl
released in March.  $452 million for nearly 780 projects statewiaur
request of $100 million will preserve 130 places for parks
Individuals concernedand wildlife across the state. As our state’s population
with this issue are  grows, so too does the need for recreational opportunities
Sharp-tailed Grouse encouraged to contacwildlife habitat, and farmland. We have an opportunity in
their legislators and 2007 to protect those places that make WA special.
ask them to sign-on to a letter addressed to leadershij ; : e
specifically highlighting projects they would like to see Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000
funded in their districts as well as acknowledging thei Ask your legislators to fund the Wildlife and
support for the $100 Million. Please contact Lisa Recreation Program at $100 Million and tell them
Remlinger at 360-786-8020 ext. 201 or email what will be funded in their district.
Iremlinger@audubon.org or more information.

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—SAVE OUR SOUND

HB 1374/SB 5372 Puget Sound’s water and wildlife are in trouble. More
Creating the Puget Sound than 100 species of birds inhabit Puget Sound: 42 of thes
Partnership are considered vulnerable, and 29 are listed as “Species
Position: Support Greatest Conservation Need” in Washington’s

Current activity : Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation Strategy. Species
The Senate Bill received a like the western grebes have suffered a 95% population-
hearing in the Water, decline.

Energy, and Western Grebe

Telecommunications committee, 1/17. The House bill Wa inland marine waters and estuaries of Puget Sound

heard in the Select Committee on Puget Sound, 1/23 aaré among the highest priorities for conservation action ir

is scheduled to be voted out of committee, 2/9. Washington. These habitats support a complex food chai
that is vital to our wildlife resources.

Background: This bill, which would create the Puget

Sound Partnership agency, is the first step in the proce Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000

to create accountability under the Governor’s leadersh

We view the bill as a starting point and will continue to [laSL8%elEIE (Sl ENI SR (e RS VR @IF 8ol Flalo =Talo Be{F o o 014

make accountability an important and necessary issue HB 1374 and SB 5372.

recover Puget Sound by 2020.
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Priorities for a Healthy Washington—
Support Clean Air—Clean Fu els

HB 1303/SB 5586 Encouraging the use
of cleaner energy

Position: Support

Current Activity: Hearing held in House
Agriculture and Natural Resources
Committee, 1/24. Scheduled to be voted
out of committee, 2/5. The Senate bill has
not received a hearing.

Background: An omnibus bill that will
help Washington develop a clean-energy economy by

providing market incentives for clean fuels and vehicles

Washington-grown biofuels crops, and clean school b

Audubon’s 2007 Budget Priorities
How Does the Governor’s Budget Stack Up?

Capital Budget
Interagency Committee for Outdoor

Recreation Audubon’s Request = $626,000
Increase for Wildlife and Recreation Governor’s Budget = $0
Program

Audubon’s Request = $100 Million

Governor’s Budget = $70 Million
Watchable Wildlife Site
Improvement

Audubon’s Request = $500, 000

Governor’'s Budget = $0

Tech

Operating Budget
Department of Natural Resources

Natural Heritage Increased Capacity -
Audubon’s Request = $700,000
Governor’'s Budget = $0

Upland Wildlife Assessment
Audubon’s Request = $1.5 Million
Governor's Budget = $790,000

Urban & Community Forestry
Audubon’s Request = $100,000
Governor’'s Budget = $0

Small Forest Landowner Services
Audubon’s Request = $3,170,900

Orcas Recovery

Seabirds

Governor’s Budget = $2,590,000
Aggregate Resource Maps

Department of Fish and Wildlife
Technical Assistance for Wind
Power, Renewable & New Energy

Audubon’s Request = $540,000
Governor’'s Budget = $0

Eco-tourism Infrastructure Initiative
Audubon’s Request = $500,000
Governor's Budget = $0

Audubon’s Request = $350,000
Governor’'s Budget = $0

Puget Sound Bird Monitoring
Audubon’s Request = $290,000
Governor’s Budget = $0

Puget Sound Burrow-Nesting

Audubon’s Request = $150,000
Governor's Budget = $150,000

Pagef 8

Eliminate Toxic Flame Retardants

SSB 5034/SHB 1024 Phasing
out PBDE's

Position: Support

Current Activity: These bills are
currently moving fast and are
being scheduled for floor action

in the House and Senate.
Bald Eagle

Please see page 1 for more information.

For more information about
each of these priorities visit:

Citizen Science and Education for

Puget Sound
Audubon’s Request = $400,000
Governor's Budget = $0

Office of Superintendent of Public
Instruction
Environmental Education &
Community Connections
Audubon’s Request = $400,000
Governor’'s Budget = $0

Legislative Hotline:
800-562-6000

Ask your legislators to
support all of Audubon's

Budget
Priorities for
2007.
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Other Issues and Priorities -
WWRP Lobby Day Unveiling of the next Birding Trail

Rep. Kessler, Sen. Jacobsen
andAudubon Washington
cordially invite you to the
unveiling of the newest map of
Join us to ask your legislators to fund the wildlife and | the Great Washington State
recreation projects at risk in your community and supp Birding Trail, the Olympic Loop,
$100 million for the Washington Wildlife and Recreati¢ featuring LIVE BIRDS!

Program at:
WWRP Lobby Day Noon-12:15 pm #eb. 14, 2007
February 21, 2007 House Rules Room, Leg. Bldg
10:00 - 11:30 AM Olympia, WA
Columbia Room, Legislative Building
State Capitol, Olympia Please join us for lunch and a

Schedule appointments with your legislators today!| short ceremony presenting the
latest area of the state to offer the
For more information please contact: Carrie Bates & Birding Trail’s successful
(206)-748-0082 or emaitarrie@wildliferecreation.org| combination of outdoor recreation, conservation and rurg
economic development.

Breaking News cont’d. Audubon and Legislators Flocking Together cont'd.
To counteract understand complex relationships

their between conservation and economic

shenanigans, we growth. Legislators know the pulse

need to show of their constituents when our staff

legislators there and volunteers share information

is broad support about birds, habitat conservation,

for phasing out Osprey forest management, and alternative

PBDEs in Washington. energy.

A vote on the floor in the House and |Audubon's 26 chapters across the Map of the 26 Audubon Societies

Senate could happen any day. Pleajstate comprise 18,000 members. We

take a moment to call your legislatordare a huge flock with more than 2,500 activists reading our legislative
1-800-562-6000. You will speak to afnewsletterBird's Eye ViewMany more weigh in on specific bills at critical
operator and can leave a message fqtimes. This year, our lawmakers are deciding on the health of Puget Sounc
3 of your legislators at once. conserving Washington’s forests, and increasing funding for conservation.
Let’s continue to help our legislators do a good job for Washington's future
Learn more about PBDE's attip:// |let’s inform ourselves and advocate for birds and habitat-protection in
www.watoxics.org/issues/pbde Olympia.
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Advocacy in Action - Chapter Spotlight -

Session Timeline Willapa Hills Audubon Society

Lisa Remlinger, Field Coordinator
In a long session of 105 Willapa Hills Audubon is the only conservation-minded
days it may seem as though organization in our territory that encompasses much of the
there would be downtime, lower Columbia region. This area is in the throes of a
but cut-offs come fast! development frenzy that threatens the relatively-natural
Below is an outline of the estuarine environment of the river with industrialization.
2007 legislative session Several coal-fired plants, two ethanol plants and a liquid
timeline. natural gas terminus are proposed, the latter near the

wildlife-and-salmon rich mainland sloughs and islands that
comprise two of our national wildlife refuges.
February 28th
Last day to pass bills out of committee of origin, We have responded by pressing members to write commel
except House fiscal committees and Senate Ways & give testimony at hearings and by partnering with key ad he
Means and Transportation committedsdgdline for groups concerned with specific proposals. Education is a

those committees March 5th). priority—we sponsored four major forums last year that
featured debates of an issue, and we succeeded in securin
March 14th media coverage and wider dispersal of factual information.

Last day to consider bills in house of origin (5 p.m.). Our efforts to oppose a
planned copper mine near
March 30th Mt. St. Helens (effort that
Last day to pass bills out of committee from opposite included a field trip to the
house, except House fiscal committees and Senate site) helped turn the public

Ways & Means and Transportation committees tide to decisive disapproval
(deadline for those committeesAipril 2nd). of that plan.
April 13th We strongly oppose the Bradwood LNG terminus location ¢
Last day to consider opposite house bills (5 p.m.)  wildly incompatible with local values and dangerous for the
(except initiatives and alternatives to initiatives, Columbia estuary. Our conversations with public officials
budgets and matters necessary to implement budge tend to focus on appropriate development siting and
amendments, emissions standards for maximum efficiency of plants rathe
differences . than outright opposition. We also see increasing support fc
between the Bills need to be out habitat conservation from concerned sportsmen.
houses, and committee by
business relate I Recently, Willapa Hills agreed to partner with the Columbia
to the interim February 28th! Land Trust in rehabilitating a 100-acre wetland parcel,
and closing the primarily to improve salmon habitat, but also to enhance
session). To track bills, habitat for birds and other wildlife. A Stewardship

; - Committee, a first for our chapter, has been formed to
April 22nd commltte_:es, or find manage the project, and folks in the Cathlamet area have
Last day your Ieglslators go shown strong support. We see returning this land to its
allowed for to: www.leg.wa.gov . native state as a big step in our commitment to protect the
regular session ecological integrity of the lower Columbia.
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Audubon Washington is a partnership of the Washington state office of the
National Audubon Society and Washington's 26 independent Audubon Chapters.

Admiralty Audubon Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Seattle Audubon
Black Hills Audubon North Cascades Audubon Skagit Audubon
Blue Mt. Audubon North Central Washington Audubon Spokane Audubon
Central Basin Audubon Olympic Peninsula Audubon Tahoma Audubon
Discovery Coast Audubon Palouse Audubon Vancouver Audubon
East Lake Washington Audubon Pilchuck Audubon Vashon-Maury Isle Audubon
Grays Harbor Audubon Rainier Audubon Whidbey Audubon
Kitsap Audubon San Juan Islands Audubon Willapa Hills Audubon
Kittitas Audubon Yakima Valley Audubon

Audubon Washington Policy Staff:

Heath Packard Miguel Perez-Gibson Lisa Remlinger

Policy Director Policy Consultant Field Coordinator

(360) 786-8020 Ext 205 (360) 259-7790 (360) 786-8020 Ext 201
hpackard@audubon.org miguelpg@earthlink.net Iremlinger@audubon.org

1063 Capitol Way S; Ste 208
Olympia, WA 98501
(360) 786-8020

Mission of the National Audubon Society

To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, fagosin
birds, other wildlife and their habitats for theneét of
humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.

Share BEV with your friends and legislators by diireg them to:
wa.audubon.org/conservationpolicy BirdsEyeViewNe&wsk.html

Or sign-up for a free electronic version of BEV at:
www.capitolconnect.com/audubon/myregistration.asp




