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URGENT ACTION

BREAKING NEWS—
Imagine a Future with

2 € ALY Ask your legislators to fund
$100 million for Wildlife, the Wildlife and Recreation
Birds, Farms and People! Program at $100 Million and
Local Audubon members and their (RN R ERW I BoI=RiB]g[e =10

land conservancy partners rememi in their district.
when they saved the small wetland 1-800-562-6000
near Spokane --Reardon’s Audubo
Lakes -- from development.

“Imagine what we can accomplish
These chapters met the challenge : with $100 million for habitat for birds
raised part of the money to buy the and wildlife!” exclaimed Nina Carter,

property. Audubon Washington  Executive Director for Audubon
contributed its lobbying expertise tc Washington. “Every month | get calls
get more money into the state bud¢ from Audubon members asking how
for the Washington Wildlife and they can save a small wetland or a

Recreation Program (WWRP) to  forest or a farm in their
complete the Reardon Lakes neighborhood. Those places are home

transaction. to their favorite Ruby-crowned
Kinglet or Cedar Waxwing flocks.
All Audubon celebrated the day wh I'd like to tell them that $100 million
the property became permanent  is available from the WWRP so they
birding site near Spokane! Itisa can save those special places.”
great tourism draw and the local
governments love the added tourisi
revenue.

(Continued on page 6.)

This is the
leading propert)
rights issue for
the Washingto
Farm Forestry

Maintaining our environmental Association

Protecting Working Lands/
Common Ground is Hard
Work!

Heath Packard, Policy Director

protections and negotiating ways to(WFFA). The
protect Washington’s working farmscurrent law goe
and forests from being sold to something like
developers is harder than it sounds this. If a forester acts on forest
Sometimes it requires lots of practices application (FPA) (i.e.
resources and patience. But it can gearvests timber), a 6-year moratorium
done despite philosophical is triggered on conversions to non-
differences and the outcome gives forestry development. According to
credence to the clichédin-win. WEFFA, financial pressures and the
Take the so-called “Moratorium Bill"moratorium actually encourages the
introduced last session. (Continued on page 6.)

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:
LOBBY DAY, Feb. 14, 2007!
Go to www.pugetsound.org/index/

lobbyday.

‘%jﬁudubon

Connecting People
with Nature
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Audubon’s 2007 Legislative Priorities—CONSERVE WASHI NGTON’'S FORESTS

Audubon leads and coordinatesttlement agreement over the Board of Natural Resourct
the forest conservation lobby.and DNR’s 2004 “sustainable harvest calculation.”
Several issues are priorities for

Audubon and the Forest Health (Not yet introduced)
environmental caucus. Position: Needs work
Current Activity: The Forest Health Strategy Work
HB 1122 Forest Health Group (FHSWG), established in 2004, held public
. Contract Harvesting on State meetings in 2006 regarding a revised forest health bill (pe
b Lands a 2006 legislative appropriation). We weighed in on thes:
Cassin’s Vireo Position: Support with meetings and have provided consistent feedback on our
minor amendment need to see “forest health” legislation acknowledge the
Current Activity: Hearing held in House Agriculture andcological importance of fires and insects in healthy fores
Natural Resources Committee, Thursday 1/18. ecosystems. FHSWG incorporated a limited set of our
recommendations and Audubon and others are working ¢
This bill allows the State Department of Natural additional provisions that are reasonable, ecologically

Resources (DNR) to continue a practice of hiring contrhotistic and necessary for our support of a forest health

harvesters to do silvicultural practices on state forest bill.

lands. This allows the state to generate some revenue

from its trust lands while reducing risks of catastrophicHB 1408 Forest Conversion Moratorium

fire and pest infestation. With a minor amendment to Position: Support

clarify priority sites and ecological aspects of “forest Current Activity: Current law prohibits, for six years, the

health” Audubon supports this bill. conversion (development) of a forest parcel that has beer

clear cut under a Forest Practices Permit.

HB 1045 Board of Natural Resources Management Fee

Position: Support The WFFA points out that because the current moratoriur

Current Activity: The DNR is responsible for managingestricts limited or partial conversions to liquidate some

the state’s trust lands—forest managed primarily for land values while still maintaining most of the forests as

revenues for schools, universities, and rural cities and working land, this prompts more families to sell off their

counties. The current return on investment to the trusteesre forests!

is about 75%. Management costs are increasing as DNR

aims to increase harvests levels, revenues as well as A compromise bill has been successfully negotiated that

protections for Northern Spotted Owls and riparian areésuses on imposing the moratorium only on bad actors,

Audubon supports these increases as negotiated througheaters who intended to “cut-and-run,” to harvest,

: : : develop and dodge compliance with the moratorium.

Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000 Family foresters who find themselves in dire financial

_ straights, but are in full compliance with their FPA and

RELSTCIRNEUREIAEECIIERLININIEERENBEIERCE other permits, are granted permits to develop their land
support Audubon’s positions. within the six-year moratorium window thereby helping

them keep some of their forest in forest.

Editor's Note: For questions, comments, or concerns with this nevetter please contact
Audubon Washington’s Policy Office at 360-786-8020xé 201 or email Iremlinger@audubon.org
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Audubon’s 2007 Legislative Priorities—KEEP OUR WORKI NG LANDS SAFE FROM
SPRAWL

Working forests and farms Our coalition will actively champion:
provide essential habitat to
migratory birds that winter,- Expansion of Transfer of Development Rights
forage, breed and pass Programs/Pilots
through Washington. Status Bill being drafted
Changes to strengthen Eminent Domain laws and
Whether it is swans on the  protect property owners
Trumpeter Swans Skagit, cranes in Othello or  Status Bills being drafted by Attorney General’s
neo-tropical migrants in our  Office
forests, Audubon has prioritized policies that curb sprawl Funding the Pioneers in Conservation grant program
and protect these working landscapes. - $100 Million for WWRP (see page 4)
A process to identify and address CAO buffer issues
During the Initiative 933 campaign, some legitimate land on agricultural land and a process to identify and
use issues were raised that deserve our attention. While address fairness problems
voters recognized that 1-933 was too extreme and too Status Governor’s budget proposal to take issue up
costly, there remain some very real problems with in UW Policy Consensus Center
reasonable approaches at hand.
We will also work to find ways to support:
Audubon and many of

the organizations who - Expansion of the Heart of Washington campaign
actively opposed 1-933 - Establishment of an Office of Farm (and Forest)

have pledged to work Conservation

together, in partnership - Forest Fish Passage Program Funding

with others, to support a - Removal of the 6-year moratorium deed restriction on
range of policy changes Class lll harvest (see p.1 & 2)

and strategic investments B&O tax relief for family forest landowners

to help resolve the very Inclusion of buffers in density calculations for urban

real issues facing some landowners in Washington. We areas

are actively working with reasonable farm and forest - Restoring urban and community forests

interest groups on these common-ground priorities. - Maintaining the DNR Small Forest Landowner Office
Taking action to address the Eastern Washington

These policy changes, and the partnerships behind them, Forest Health Issues

will go a long way toward showing that reforms are not. Examination of infrastructure financing

only possible, but desired in an effort to bring broader -  Establishment and funding of a GMA Infrastructure

fairness and flexibility to the state’s land use systems Account

while maintaining the strong foundation in community

protections. Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000

Working Farm in Washington

Ask your Legislators to help Audubon keep our
working lands safe from sprawl.
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Priorities for a Healthy Washington—$100 MILLION FOR  WILDLIFE AND
RECREATION PROGRAM

Current activity: areas, riparian and urban wildlife habitat, and farmland

The Governor’s preservation.

Budget request is

$70 Million. Since beginning in 1990, the program has awarded nearl:
$452 million for nearly 780 projects statewir

Audubon will request of $100 Million will preserve 130 places for parks

continue to educate and wildlife across the state. As our state’s population

and lobby legislators grows, so too does the need for recreational opportunitie:

on the importance of wildlife habitat, and farmland. We have an opportunity in

the Washington 2007 to protect those places that make Washington
Sharp-tailed Grouse Wildlife and special.

Recreation Program

(WWRP). Many legislators are still unaware what proj : : e
will be funded in their districts. This can be easily vie Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000

atwww.wildliferecreation.org Ask your legislators to fund the Wildlife and

_ _ Recreation Program at $100 Million and tell them
Background: WWRP provides funding for local and st3 what will be funded in their district.

parks, water access sites, trails, critical habitat, naturg

Priorities for a Healthy Washington—SAVE OUR SOUND

Current activity : listed as Species of Greatest Conservation Need in
Audubon supports Washington’s Comprehensive Wildlife Conservation

HB 1374/ SB 5372. Strategy. Species like the western grebes suffer a 95%
This bill, which population-decline.

would create the

Puget Sound The inland marine waters and estuaries of Puget Sound
Partnership agency, are among the highest priorities for conservation action ir
is the first step in the Washington. These habitats support a complex food chai
process to create vital to our wildlife resources. One-third of our shorelines
accountability under Western Grebe have been damaged, with one-third of our eelgrass

the Governor’s leadership. We view the bill as a startingpeadows and 75% of watershed wetlands destroyed.
point and will continue to make accountability an
important and necessary issue to recover Puget Sound b

2020. Legislative Hotline: 800-562-6000
Background: Puget Sound’s water and wildlife are in  ASLSIER Ele] 1ol ERTe RSV ER@IET 1ol o R=Ta [0 B{E] o] o o)
trouble. More than 100 species of birds inhabit Puget HB 1374 and SB 5372.

Sound; 42 of these are considered vulnerable, and 29
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Priorities for a Healthy Washington—

Support Clean Air—Clean Fu els Eliminate Toxic Flame Retardants
HB 1303 Encouraging the use of cleaner SB 5034/SHB 1024 Phasing out
energy PBDE's
Position: Support Position: Support
Current Activity: An omnibus bill that Current Activity: These bills are
will help Washington develop a clean currently moving fast and are
energy economy by providing market being scheduled for floor action
incentives for clean fuels and vehicles, in the house and committee
Washington-grown biofuels crops, and action in the Senate. Bald Eagle

cleaning up dirty diesel school buses Background:

_ , - Serious health concerns - for children and wildlife- are
Background: Washington can become a competitive |inked to industrial chemicals used as flame retardants
leader in growing the clean fuel industry. The 2007 Clegthwn as PBDEs.

Air/Clean Fuels package encourages energy independgs
by providing incentives for Washington farmers to For more information about
produce the most promising new biofuel feedstocks; each of these priorities visit:
reduce fuel consumption and costs for state fleets; anc
protects our kids by cleaning up dirty diesel.

Audubon’s 2007 Budget Priorities

Earlier this month Operating Budget - Eco-tourism Infrastructure Initiative
Governor Gregoire Department of Natural Resources Audubon’s Request = $500,000
released her proposed -  Natural Heritage Increased Capacity Governor’s Budget = $0
2007—2009 budget. She Audubon’s Request = $700,000 - Orcas Recovery
was quoted as saying, “ByGovernor’s Budget = $0 Audubon’s Request = $350,000
changing government and.  Upland Wildlife Assessment Governor's Budget = $0
making strategic Audubon’s Request = $1.5 Million . Puget Sound Bird Monitoring
investments that offer  Governor’s Budget = $790,000 Audubon’s Request = $290,000
opportunity, predictability, . Urban & Community Forestry Governor’s Budget = $0
accountability and security, we will provide Audubon’s Request = $100,000 . Puget Sound Burrow-Nesting Seabirds
an environment where families can thrive”. Governor's Budget = $0 Audubon’s Request = $150,000
Below is how her budget stacked up against  small Forest Landowner Services ~ Governor's Budget = $150,000
Audubon’s budget priorities. Audubon’s Request = $3,170,900 . Citizen Science and Education for
_ Governor's Budget = $2,590,000 Puget Sound
Capital Budget i - Aggregate Resource Maps Audubon’s Request = $400,000
Interagency Committee for Outdoor Audubon’s Request = $626,000 Governor's Budget = $0
Recreation o _ Governor’s Budget = $0
Increase for Wildlife and Recreation Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction
Program o Department of Fish and Wildlife . Environmental Education &
Audubon’s Request = $100 Million Technical Assistance for Wind Power, Community Connections
Governor's Budget = $70 Million Renewable & New Energy Tech Audubon’s Request = $400,000
Watchable Wildlife Site Improvement  Aydubon’s Request = $540,000 Governor's Budget = $0
Audubon’s Request = $500, 000 Governor's Budget = $0

Governor’s Budget = $0
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Healthy Washington Lobby Day

Join the state’s leading And don’t forget to stop by the legislative reception that
conservation groups andwill be happening from 4:00 - 7:00 pm at the Woman'’s

hundreds of citizen

Club of Olympia - 1002 Washington Street SE

lobbyists to push for the

passage of thBriorities To register go to http://pugetsound.org/index/lobbyday
for a Healthy Washingtormr contact Rein Attemann at rattemann@pugetsound.org
legislative package (see or (206) 382-7007.

pages 4-5).

(Please note: we are also scheduled to roll out the

During Lobby Day you Olympic Peninsula Birding Trail map during the
will hear from legislators afternoon, stay tuned for more details.)

that are championing the
Priorities for a Healthy Washington legislation, receive
training on how to lobby from top environmental
lobbyists, and have a chance to meet face to face with

your elected officials.

Breaking News cont'd.

Once again Audubon has a chance t
save birds and their habitat by asking
for more funding in the WWRP.
Governor Gregoire’s budget allocate
$70 million for the WWRP. But, therq
are over $130 million in projects
waiting to be funded.

Twenty six Audubon Societies and
18,000 members are asking the state
Legislature to approve $100 million f
WWRP to save farms, forests, wetlar
and special places, like Reardon’s
Audubon Lakes.Call your legislators
today and ask for $100 million in
WWRP - 1-800-562-6000.

Please join us at this year’s
2007 Lobby Day

February 14, 2007

Audubon Votes Count in November cont'd.

sale of some family’s entire tree farms to developers instead oédimit
development and continued stewardship by the family.

The rate of sprawl and permanent loss of working farms and forests to
development is one of the greatest risks to bird habitat statewide. So we &
motivated to resolve any legitimate issue that is accelerating teaiflbgd
habitat.

The bill, as introduced in 2006 went too far, completely eliminating the
moratorium and the environmental protections it intended. Audubon and
others opposed this approach but committed to working to find common
ground. Since then, Audubon spent dozens of hours negotiating a bill that
stakeholders have agreed to. This bill actually strengthens the environmel
protections while relaxing the restrictions on foresters who are in full
compliance with their FPAs, but need to liquidate some of their forest land:
This is awin-win worth celebrating.

We at Audubon are eager to assist others willing to table ideological
differences, roll up our sleeves and find mare-wins.
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Advocacy in Action - Chapter Spotlight -

Effective Communication North Central Washington Audubon Society
Lisa Remlinger, Field Coordinator

Many Audubon members North Central Washington Audubon Society is a small to
are busy with careers, medium sized chapter that covers the territory from
families and local volunteer Wenatchee up to Okanogan, to the Canadian border. The
work, yet want to influence  conservation team is currently celebrating the completion o

their legislators. the Wenatchee River and Entiat River Watershed Plans
(special thanks to hard-working NCWAS members Nimwood,
Rachael Scown, Phil Archibald, Kim Lohse, Tim Cyostnd the late

Marvin Hoover — to whom the Entiat Plan was dedictand is
d Working on the proposed land swaps by the Department of
Natural Resources.

In our growing efforts to
facilitate relationships between Audubon
members and their elected officials, we have pulle
together the following Primer. This should set you cr
your way to tracking and influencing the legislative

issues you care about. We attended a public

meeting for a significant

exchange of public and

private lands, this

November in Wenatchee.

. These public lands are

1. Generate dozens of individygtione calls, letters  3naged by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
or emails from voters in your district and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW).
2. Meet with your legislator between sessions

3. Make a personal visit to Olympia during session

What are the best ways to influence my legislator
on a specific legislative issue?
In descending order of effectiveness:

State Senator Linda Parlette, other 12th district Legislators.
and Chelan County Commissioners, have received tons of

4. Make a personal phone call pressure regarding four sections of DNR land in the Stehm
5. Write and send a personal letter/email/fax basin in Chelan County from farmers/irrigators, hunters, an
snowmobilers. They were adamant that the four sections

6. Leave a message on the toll free legislative , X
hotline: 1-800-562-6000. NOT be turned over to private ownership. The latest news

reports are that they will not be part of the trade.

What should I include in correspondences to my
legislators?
- Name of the legislator
Your name and address
How does this issue personally effect you
Why is it important to you
What do you want them to do
Thank the legislator

The question then becomes: what other lands might replac
these, so critical habitat can be “blocked up” for manageme
closer to the agencies’ missions and capabilities? The Nat
Conservancy hopes to protect important shrub-steppe habi
near their Moses Coulee project area. These and similar ar
must be kept in the swap!

At the WSACC meeting on December 9, Auduboners agre
Keep in mind... to follow the land trade proposal activities closely and give

Legislators know a little bit about a lot of issues, if n¢ coordinated input at hearings this spring. So, let your

one takes the time to educate them about the issue< €dislators know of your chapter’s interest and concerns
they may slip by. Don't rely on other people to today. For more information go tbttp://www.dnr.wa.gov/

advocate for things that are important to you! htdocs/amp/transactions/exchanges.html
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Audubon Washington is a partnership of the Washington state office of the
National Audubon Society and Washington's 26 independent Audubon Chapters.

Admiralty Audubon Lower Columbia Basin Audubon Seattle Audubon
Black Hills Audubon North Cascades Audubon Skagit Audubon
Blue Mt. Audubon North Central Washington Audubon Spokane Audubon
Central Basin Audubon Olympic Peninsula Audubon Tahoma Audubon
Discovery Coast Audubon Palouse Audubon Vancouver Audubon
East Lake Washington Audubon Pilchuck Audubon Vashon-Maury Isle Audubon
Grays Harbor Audubon Rainier Audubon Whidbey Audubon
Kitsap Audubon San Juan Islands Audubon Willapa Hills Audubon
Kittitas Audubon Yakima Valley Audubon

Audubon Washington Policy Staff:

Heath Packard Miguel Perez-Gibson Lisa Remlinger

Policy Director Policy Consultant Field Coordinator

(360) 786-8020 Ext 205 (360) 259-7790 (360) 786-8020 Ext 201
hpackard@audubon.org miguelpg@earthlink.net Iremlinger@audubon.org

1063 Capitol Way S; Ste 208
Olympia, WA 98501
(360) 786-8020

Mission of the National Audubon Society

To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, fagosin
birds, other wildlife and their habitats for theneét of
humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.

Share BEV with your friends and legislators by diireg them to:
wa.audubon.org/conservationpolicy BirdsEyeViewNe&wsk.html

Or sign-up for a free electronic version of BEV at:
www.capitolconnect.com/audubon/myregistration.asp




